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LETTERS, be. 


LETTER I. 


DEAR sIR! 


I DID not think of giving you any advice 
for the regulation of your conduct in the 


clerical life, till I underſtood that you had 
repeated your former ſolemn vows and en- 
gagements, by your admiſſion into prieſt's 
orders; and, even now, I know the diffi- 
culty of ſuggeſting any thing, however im- 
portant in itſelf, that may or called advice, 


to young minds, who will be apt to put an 
unfavourable conſtruction upon the beſt in- 


tended counſel ; and, if ever it ſhould in the 
leaſt thwart their inclination, they. will reject 
it with ſcorn, by miſcalling a friendly rebuke 
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an unfriendly reproach. I am ſenſible, too, 
of the different ſenſe which old age gives of 
many things, from that which is felt during 
the ardor of youth. But I will venture, 
notwithſtanding : for, if any thing that [I 
can urge, ſhould by chance open your eyes 
to ſee any miſtake, it may poſſibly open your 
heart to correct it. And if the advice ſhould 
be irkſome, yet let it not be offenſive; for 
remember, the waunds of a friend are better 
than the kiſſes of an enemy. I mean only to 
conduct you as a friend, not to diftate to you 
as a cenſor. I with you to 7ee/ the dignity of 
your character, that you may preſerve it. 

It gave me pleaſure to find that you had 
not repented of your unfeigned aſſent to the 
ſeveral doctrines and ordinances of the eſta- 
bliſhed church, but rather that you had con- 
firmed that aſſent in the preſence of God, 
and in the moſt awful place of the ſanc- 
tuary, at the altar, in the moſt explicit terms 
that can well be deviſed, of regard to its ſtated 
ſervice, to which you have again promiſed 
ſtrictly to conform, upon the principles of 
an unbiaſſed and well-informed conſcience. 

I would not be underſtood by this, to give 
the leaſt countenance to a a prevailing opinion, 


which 


T +3 


which I think an unfounded one, that a dea- 
con may withdraw from the miniſtry, if he 
have proceeded no further. I do not know 
what could have given riſe to ſuch an opinion, 
for I am ſure it is a dangerous one, and the 


more ſo, becauſe it is deceitful. . Indeed, I 


am perſuaded, that it neither can, nor ought 
to be done. My reaſons are theſe :—a Dea- 
con is ſolemnly dedieated to the ſervice of 
God, and appropriated to the facred offices 
and duties of the Church; and there does not 


appear any ſufficient authority, after this, that 


may enable him to alienate himſelf from it. 
I ſee no difference between a Deacon and a 


© Prieſt in this reſpect. The form of ordi- 


nation is to both alike, in the nature of a 
| ſtipulation or covenant made at the altar be- 
tween the ſame parties; for in both, the 
Church, in the name of Chriſt, confers holy 
| orders, upon certain promiſes firſt made on 
| the part of the candidates for them. Nor 
do J apprehend that the .biſhop himſelf can 
releaſe them from this obligation : for their 
ordination-vows are binding always, or never. 


If their faith, plighted to God and his Church, 


in the moſt expreſs and plaineſt terms poſſible, 
will bind; if promiſes given at the altar do 
B 2 oblige; 
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oblige; and if a ſtipulation, in the confi. 
deration of which orders are given, be ſa- 
cred, and of an indiſpenſible obligation, then 
I am ſure that he who has once taken upon 
himſelf the ſacred office, can never diveſt 
himſelf of it again; nor have J a doubt, that 
the Deacon can ever appear in a lay-habit, 

without incurring the cenſures of the Church, 
or infringing upon the Biſhop's juriſdic- 
*tion, by ſuch a * on oe ; authority 
of both. | | 
The office of a Deacon is 10 different now 
Goin what it was in its original appointment, 
that this alone might determine the imprac- 
ticability of laying it afide.—The' very firſt 
queſtion that 1s put toa Deacon at his ordi- 
nation, Do you truſt that you are moved 
% by the Holy Ghoſt?” And his anſwer, . 
« I truſt ſo,” is enough to convince him, if 
he has any ſenſe of the meaning of it, or 
does not mean to trifle with ſo folemn a de- 
claration, that it will admit of no change in 
his own mind, or that he Lier to the Hil: 
Ghoſt, if it does. It doubtleſs implies a zeal 
for promoting the glory of God, and the ad- 
vancement of religion; a zeal for the good of 
ſouls, and a deſire, which he feels, to de- 
5 dicate 
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dicate his life and labours to thoſe ends. 

This it is to be moved by the Holy Ghoſt; 

ſo that to renounce his miſſion, is to re- 

nounce his Chriſtianity, and together with 

that, every good principle by which he had 
been governed before: and every one who 
ventures to give the anſwer, without reſolv- 
ing to perſiſt in it, is a ſacrilegious profaner 


of the name of God, by thus prevaricating 


in the firſt word that he ſays, in order to his 


| admittance into the office, and then blaſ- 
phemes the Holy Spirit of God by his wan- 


tonly relinquiſhing it : ſurely, then, the tie 
is too ſtrong to admit of ſuch a violation of 
a facred covenant. It is a degradation, I 
could almoſt call it an excommunication, and 


can come only by way of ſevere puniſhment, 
for ſome heinous offence, from the hand 
of the Biſhop, who has eſtabliſhed and ſealed 


the ſolemn compact between the Church 
and its Miniſter. It cannot be in the Mi- 


niſter's power alone to diſſolve it at will, for 


this would be to deſtroy its nature, and 


break through my; obs divine and 
human. | 
I do not quite know whether Dam fingu- 
lars in this opinion or not; but I am ſure it 
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js reaſonable ; and I am as ſure, that it will 


be of ſervice to have it aſcertained, as many 
have run into the oppoſite opinion, to their 
viſible detriment; poſſibly to their utter de- 
ſtruction : for, of all men, they are apt to 
relax moſt fatally, who think that they have 
thrown off the ſhackles of reſtraint which 
held them before in bondage. 

If the aſſent and conſent which you have 
given, and for the ſincerity of which you call 
God to witneſs, mean any thing, it muſt mean, 


that you will, with an unfeigned ſimplicity 
of heart, ſtrictly adhere to that mode of wor- 


ſhip which is preſcribed by the ſeveral rules 
and orders contained in the rubrics that are 
diſperſed throughout the Liturgy, or Com- 


mon-Prayer of our Church, as it is by law 
eſtabliſhed. You will therefore remember, 


that there is no reſerve left for the arbitrary 


uſe, or occaſional omiſſion of any part of 


this form; if it be not faithfully repeated 


every time that it ought to be uſed, it be- 
comes a breach of your ordination-engage- 


ment, and falls very little, if any * ſhort 
of perjury. 


I mention this circumſtance to you with 
the greater earneſtneſs, becauſe I know it is 
become 
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become cuſtomary among many of your 
younger unthinking brethren, to mutilate 
the ſervice in ſeveral parts of it, either 
through hurry, or through contempt, to the 


great ſcandal of every pious attendant, and the 


ſtill greater offence to Almighty God; as if 
the time ſpent in the houſe of prayer were 
the only loſt time of their lives. They do 
not ſeem to be aware of their being employed 
in an application to the great God above; or 
that it is in behalf of their own and the 


. petitioners' ſouls : the meaneſt object upon 


earth, upon the moſt trifling concern, could 


not be addreſſed with a more contemptuous_ 


diſregard, than is thus ſhewn to his lacred 


preſence. 


It is no matter what objections may be 
raiſed by unreaſonable diſputers againſt the 
Form itſelf: the wiſdom of our forefathers di- 
geſted it well; and you have, I hope, upon ma- 
ture deliberation, given your unfeigned aſſent 


do it. It is to no purpoſe, after this, or a bad 
one, to cavil at ſome particulars, or to try to 


$aiſe to yourſelf difficulties about the propriety 


or impropriety of them. Do not preſume, 
by ſearching out for theſe, to ſet up your 


own opinion againſt the judgment of th 
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moſt diſcerning men ; but modeſtly acqui- 


eſce in a practice which has the ſanction of 
the higheſt authority for the uſe of it, and 
your own promiſe of conformity. 

If you imagine that the Liturgy contains 


any doctrine of faith, of which you are not 


thoroughly convinced, examine its truth with 
all the carefulneſs you are able, and with all 
the aſſiſtance that the beſt expoſitors of the 


Chriſtian faith can afford you. I doubt not, 


if your mind be open to conviction, but you 
will meet with ſatisfaction in every point; 


but if you cannot gain thus much, be con- 


ſcientious enough to lay aſide the uſe of it, 
and never diſſemble with God in a matter of 
ſuch infinite concern to your eternal ſalva- 


tion, as that of praying to him in words 
which you condemn in your heart. This is 


ſuch a ſolemn piece of mockery, as will make 
even your prayers an abomination in his ſight, 


and turn your religious ſervice, as you pre- 


tend to call it, into ſin. 
Beſides this, conſider the welfare of your 


pariſhioners a little. Perhaps they may im- 


plicitly pin their faith upon your's. The 


care of their ſouls is committed to you; and 


that care you have voluntarily taken upon 
HHS yourſelf, 
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yourſelf, with a promiſe of performin g it 
religiouſly. Do you perform this as you 
ought, when you exhort them to the devout 
uſe of a ſervice which you do not approve ? 
And if they diſcover this, either by your in- 


different repetition, or ſcrupulous omiſſion 


of ſome parts of it, you muſt forfeit your 
character among them; your miniſtry after 
that will avail them nothing; and you muſt 


thenceforward paſs for either an hypocrite, 
which you cannot deny, or for an ignorant 


man, which, you would with to avoid. For 
none but an hypocrite would engage in a ſer- 
vice for which he has no affection ; and no- 
thing but ignorance would ſuffer you to ſub- 
ſcribe to a doctrine which you cannot de- 
fend; and if you think it indefenſible, you 
are ſtill worſe; for then you not only preva- 
ricate- with omniſcience, but with conſcience 
too, both which you pretend to revere: and 
what is this, but 20 play wth firebrands, ar- 
rows,. and death; and to Jay, am 1 not in 


port ? 


] know that there is one part 5 our eſta- 


real or imaginary offence to ſome members of 
the Church than any ther; and upon that 
N | account, 


bliſhed forin in particular, which gives more 
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account, you may be tempted by their inſi- 
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nuations to omit it, at ſome of the times 
preſcribed for the uſe of it: I mean the Atha- 
naſian Creed. But if this be done by you, 
in mere compliance with the popular errors, 
or heretical principles of others, even againſt 
your own conviction, beware of ſuch a re- 
quiſition. You run the hazard, by ſuch an 
omiſſion, of having your own faith called in 
queſtion, and you put your infincerity be- 


yond all doubt. Let ſome blame, and others 


commend you, for this; you have bound 
yourſelf by your own declaration to ule it ; 
and that is above all other conſiderations of 
reproach or cenfure. ; 

It may be poſſible that you cannot ſatisfy 
the ſcruples of every half-informed quibbler 
upon the points contained in this very an- 
cient creed: it is the faſhion, no one can give 

a good reaſon why, to decry this rule of 
faith, although every ſentence of it is founded 
upon ſcripture, and may be proved from 
thence : and, although it is the moſt valu - 
able bulwark we have againſt many danger- 
ous hereſies, conſidered, as it ought, in the 
general tendency or particular explanation of 


the doctrines contained in it. And what 


makes 
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makes this ſtill more ridiculous is, that the 
fame doctrines are expreſſed in as exception- 


able language, if it muſt be called ſuch, in 


other parts of the ſervice, which yet are 


conſtantly repeated without any ſcruple. For 


what is there more offenſive in this creed, 


which is ſo freely condemned, than is to be 
found in other parts of the Liturgy, which 
have been highly extolled as the moſt com- 


plete patterns of Chriſtian devotion? Wit- 


neſs that moſt excellent hymn of our daily 


ſervice, called, the Te Deum; and that oc- 


caſional collection of devout ſupplications, 
The Litany; in the former of which the di- 


vinity of God the Son, is eſtabliſhed almoſt 


throughout, by our religious addreſſes to him 


in ſeveral verſicles; and in the latter, the God- 


head of the three perſons in the Trinity is diſ- 


tincty recognized in ſeparate applications to 
each perſon; and in the next, to the whole un- 
divided Trinity, as three Perſons and one God. 
The very doctrine which it is nearly the whole 


purpoſe of the Creed to eſtabliſh, and the | 


chief aim of its oppugners to defame. 
We live in an age when men think them« 


ſelves at full liberty to propagate whatever 


notions they pleaſe, under the pretence of 
thinking 
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dogmatically about the nature of the Godhead 
and its relations, as if they had been more fully 
initiated into the myſtery than Chriſt himſelf 
was, and could comprehend the whole of its 
infinite perfections, in a far better ſenſe than 
they do, whom they condemn for treating it 
as incomprehenſible: and yet, becauſe it is 
ſo, they will condemn them ſtill more for 
pretending to explain that in a ſcriptural 


way, which they undertake to explain in their 


own way. If they object to us the preſump- 
tion of making the three perſons in the God- 
head equal; is it not full as preſumptuous in 
them to degrade the nature of two of thoſe 


perſons, by which they ſacrifice the dignity 
of the Son and Holy Ghoſt to the honour of 


the Father, and yet accuſe us of impiety for 
daring to give equal honour to all? We 


think they muſt be equal, becauſe the Scrip- 


tures have ſaid it; they think they are un- 
equal, becauſe they judge that they muſt be 
ſo; If we are in the wrong, ſtill we muſt 
be ſafe: if they be in the wrong, they riſque 
their all; for they loſe. their Redeemer and 
SanRtiier, The Unitarian principle will 
admit but of one God ; ; the Trinitarian prin- 

ciple 


NH 7 
ciple admits the ſame ; but this does not di- 
vide the Godhead; it maintains a diverſity of 
perſons which the others confound ; but it 
does not divide the ſubſtance which they 


venture to mutilate. But this Creed will 
fall under your conſideration again, eſpe- 
cially what are called the more offenſive parts 
of it. But, in truth, if every thing were to 
be altered or omitted, even in the Common- 


Prayer, which ſome one in a large congrega- 


tion ſhould object to, there would be very 
little left for the uſe of others, even among 

the objectors themſelves. 
come together not for the better, but for the 
worſe, as long as there are theſe divi ions among 
them. 


of Common-Prayer, you are furniſhed with 
ſuch Rubrics as, if well attended to, cannot 


fail of guiding you aright upon every occa- 


hon relative to the public worſhip of the 
Church. They are in general ſo explicit and 
preciſe, that they are fitly calculated, to fulfil 
St. Paul's rule exactly, that al! things in the 


_ adminiſtration of our daily ſervice might be 


done decently and in order. As theſe were 


framed for your guides in this matter, you 
- are 


They therefore 


For your direction in the important duty 
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are as ſtrictly obliged to follow them, as 
you can be to obſerve any part of external 
worſhip which ought to be the faithful tran- 
ſcript of the internal devotion of the heart. 
But for want of due attention to theſe Ru- 
brics, many miſtakes have often ariſen in the 
courſe of the daily miniſtration. 

You are commanded by the very firſt Ru- 
bric, to pronounce it with an audible voice; 
for without this, the purpoſe of reading it at 
all is defeated; and you muſt pray, as well 
as read it deliberately, otherwiſe you are 
mocking the' Almighty under the guiſe of 
worſhipping. You worſhip him with your lips, 
but the heart ſeems to be far from him. 

I would not have mentioned this little cir- 
cumſtance, as you may call it, did I not know, 
that ſome of the younger clergy are apt to 
ſet out with this careleſs inattention to what 
they are engaged in, to the neglect of their 
own characters, and the manifeſt prejudice of 
their congregation, who are too inclined to 
transfer this indifference in them to the ſer- 
vice itſelf ; and when they find, by the man- 
ner of performing it, that it makes no ſuit- 
able impreſſion upon themſelves, will con- 
ceive a notion, that there can be no great ſo- 
lemnity 
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lemnity in the compoſition of thoſe prayers, 
upon which they lay ſo little ſtreſs; and 
therefore, as long as you are not affected by 
the pious ſentiments contained in thoſe prayers, 
will never find them out by themſelves. 
Hence ariſes that want of attention in your 
flock, ſo juſtly complained of, who will ſlum- 
ber over the prayers, whilſt you are not care- 
ful enough to rouſe them from it, by a be- 
coming repetition of them. They will not 
enter with devotion into the ſpirit of thoſe 
prayers, which you ſhew ſuch a lukewarm- 
_ neſs in delivering, as if there were neither 


ſpirit nor devotion in them. I wiſh that all 
this, with all the dreadful conſequences, might 


not be applicable to ſome of longer ſtanding, 
whom the conſtant repetition of the ſame 
things ſo often, in one day, has made inat- 
tentive to the importance of them. But it 
will require very little pains, and take up very 
little more of their time, to remedy theſe 


abuſes. The ſervice itſelf certainly deſerves 


a more decent performance of it; and if care- 
fully examined, or underſtood in all its devo- 
tional exerciſes, will never tire a religious 
man. 1 


Where 
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Where there is no expreſs rubric, there 
may ſeem to be ſome diſcretionary power left 
in the officiating miniſter to ſupply it ; and 
this perhaps may ſometimes be uſed with an 
impropriety, that he is not aware of. One 
inftance of this immediately occurs in the dif- 
ferent cuſtom, which different men have 
praiſed, of introducing the office for church- 
ing of women into the communion ſervice ; 


| ſome at the end of the ſecond leflon, and 
- Others juſt before the general thankſgiving ; 


and this for the fake of applying that ſen- 
tence, which relates to the particular caſe of 
_ thoſe, who have been prayed for, and which 
therefore cannot poſſibly apply to the preſent 
caſe; eſpecially, as thankſgivings have al- 


ready been offered up for the perſon, who 
has been delivered from the danger of child- 


birth, and can want no repetition ; whereas 


this, in the general thankſgiving, is not to be 
uſed, but in behalf of thoſe, who here before 


requeſted the prayers of the congregation, in 


their affliction, and now wiſh to avail them- 


ſelves of returning the thanks of the ſame 


congregation, joined with their own, for their 
recovery from it. Nothing can be more dif- 


ferent than the two caſes ; and therefore the 
appli- N 


1 
application of the fame form to both, muſt 
appear to be 1 improper. 

You will alk then, where is this part of 
the ſervice to be introduced ? I anſwer, that 
it is a totally diſtinct office of itſelf, and there- 
fore they ſeem to be the moſt correct, who 
uſe it by itſelf, without blending it with the 
other parts of the ſervice : upon which ac- 
count it Probably was, that no particular di- 
rection is giyen in the rubric about the place 
of introducing It: nevertheleſs, if i it muſt be 
introduced at all, as perhaps it may anſwer 
this good purpoſe, that they, who come to 
offer up this particular thankſgiving may, at 
the ſame time, have the benefit of the other 


| prayers, which are daily adminiſtered ; if, 3: 
N fay, it muſt be introduced at all, it ſeems to 


| be the leaſt interruption of the public form, 
to uſe it after the ſecond leſſon, when there 
| is not that immediate connexion with that 
and what follows, as there is between the ge- 
neral ſupplication and the general thankſgiv= 
ing, as they both ſtand i in the Liturgy, | 
But for my own part, 1 muſt think, that 


it was. meant to be a diſtinct ſervice, detached 


from” every other part, as much as that for 
the burial of the dead, or the baptiſm of in- 
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fants, or matrimony, which are ſeldom, and 
ought never to be intermixed with the reſt of 
the ſtatcd form; for in truth they cannot 
with any propriety *. 
There is another inſtance, in which the 
Rubric is too frequently neglected altogether, 
though it is very explicit in its direction, and 
in general, may eaſily be complied with : ] 
mean that after the communion- ſervice. It 
is there injoined, that © on Sundays and Holy- 
days, although there be no communion, yet 
all ſhall be ſaid that is appointed at the com- 
munion, until the end of the general prayer 
for the whole ſtate of Chriſt's Church militant here 
in eartb; together with one or more of the col. 
lets at the end of the communion-office, 
concluding with the bleſſing.” In the firſt 
book of King Edward this Rubric ordered ex- 
preſsly, that this part of the ſervice ſhould 
be read at the altar, though afterwards, to 


* Biſhop Sparrow ſays, © This ſervice is to be done 
betwixt the firſt and ſecond ſervice, as I have learnt by 
ſome biſhops inquiries at their viſitation ; the reaſon per- 
haps is, becauſe by this means it is no interruption ct 
either of theſe offices. Rational, p. 315. This implics, 
and indeed fo does the Rubric, that it ſhould be confined 
to Sundays and Holy-days, either when the communion 
is adminiſtered, or part of the ſervice is uſed. : 


put 


[ 19 J 


put a fop. to ſome diſputes about it, this di- 


rection was left out. Nevertheleſs, as another 


Rubric at the beginning of this office ſtill 


orders, that the prieſt ſhould land at the north 


fide of the table, and there repeat the Lord's 
Prayer with what follows, and no. allowance 
or permiſſion added to fay it elſewhere, ſeve- 
ral of the biſhops, at their viſitations, injoined 


their clergy to read it at the communion- 


table: and as long as the firſt Rubric con- 
tinues in force, I cannot ſee how they can 


have the liberty to read it in the deſk, as is 


frequently done, even in places, where they 
might, with great convenience, remove from 


the deſk to the altar, during the ſinging of a 


plalm between the two ſervices. In ſmall 
country pariſhes indeed, where there may be 
no pfalm, ſome allowance may be made, but 


in all other places, there does not ſeem to be 


the leaſt objection to it, and there is a plain 
reaſon, from the words of the Rubric, why 


it ought to be done. One thing is certain, 


that the very place will command a ſuperior 
devotion, and * ſolemnity to the perform- 
ance. 

If you would ſee more of the Atoll 
and propriety of the ſeveral Rubrics, you may 
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conſult Arechdeacon Sharp's 5  Clarges u nn 
them. 
Indeed, the whole compoſition of what i is 


called the Liturgy, is ſo replete with the true 


ſpirit of prayer, and ſo conformable to the 
doctrines and practice of the firſt, moſt ve- 
nerable churches of chriſtianity, that if the 
God above is any where worſhipped in the 
beauty of holineſs, it is in the eſtabliſhed church 
of this kingdom. I do not mean, though 1 


well might, as it is merely a ſet form of prayer, 
but as it is the beſt! of the kind, that ever 


was compoſed by men, who were not di- 
vinely inſpired. Not that the compilers of 
it diſdained to tranſcribe into their own form 
any devout prayer, which they found in the 


uſe of the church before the reformation ; 
for ſeveral of the prayers, and ſeveral of the 


collects are taken Whole, and ſome others in 
part from the Roman. Miſſal: but 1 know of 


no objection, but what prejudice may ſug- 


geſt, to the admitting of a good prayer, whe- 
ther it be uſed by one church or another, or 


from whatever church it is taken *. 
I doubt 


Dr. Bennet ſays; that about one fourteenth part of 
the Common Payer, is taken from thoſe books, the Po- 
piſh, Liturgies. About one tenth part of our Litany, and 

| about 
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I doubt not, however, but you are well 
convinced of the utility and even neceſſity 
of a ſet form of prayer, not only becauſe it 


reſts upon the authority and example of Chriſt 


himſelf, who preſcribed one, which he left 
for the continual uſe of all his followers, even 
unto the end of the world ; but alſo becauſe 


the effuſions of an unpremeditated prayer, 


like an extempore ſermon, may unwarily be- 


come ſo incoherent in the conception, and ſo 


confuſed in the utterance, as to degrade the 


ſolemnity of prayer, and may inſult the Ma- 


jeſty of heaven, by offering up ſome indigeſt- 
ed petitions to the throne of grace. For ſuch 
was the determination of an ancient council, 


(that of Milevis, Can. 12.) © No prayers 


% ſhould be uſed publicly, but thoſe that are 


* preſcribed; leſt through ignorance or care - 


e leflneſs, any thing contrary to the faith 


* ſhould be vented or uttered before God, or 
offered up to hiin in the church.” 


In a ſet form of prayer, the circumſtances 
of every individual in the congregation, will 
probably fall in with the ſubject of one prayer 


about one eleventh part of the Commuion Office, Sec his 
Appendix, N® 1, to his Paraphraſe upon the Common 


Prayer, 
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or another, or ſome may be ſo conceived as 


to become the general petitions of all, ſo as 
to excite the devotion, which comes more 


immediately from the heart, and therefore 
will be the more ſenſibly felt there: but an 


unpremeditated prayer, left to the diſcretion 
of the miniſter, may or may not reach to the 
particular or private wants of any one who 
hears it; and if it ſhould not, as far as he is 


not concerned in it, to him it is no more, 


than a ſounding braſs, or a tinkling cymbal, In 


| conſequence of this, he will become indiffe- 


rent to the ſubject-matter of it ; and as his 
poſture, while it is repeated, indicates no in- 


ward ſign of devotion, it paſſes off without 


attention, and therefore without profit. For 


it can never be allowed, that any one ſhould 


offer up to God a prayer in the name of the 


congregation, as their joint deſire, to which 
they had never before conſented themſelves, 


nor their governors, whom Chriſt has im- 
powered to provide ſuch, as are proper for 


them. Such a liberty would neither be granted 
nor taken in a matter of infinitely inferior 


concern. No man would venture to preſent 
a petition to an earthly ſovereign, in the names 


of the inhabitants of the town where he lives, 


to 


Wis 


to which they had no opportunity of giving 
their conſent beforehand, or which they had 


preſented ; nor would they allow it to be 
their's. 

Tf after this we were to deſcend to particu- 
lars, which will ſhew you the excellency of 
our Liturgy in the ſtrongeſt light, I could 
not do better, than to refer you to Dr. Biſſe's 


tion and defence of it, in all its branches. For 
it is my meaning, as I go along, to mention 
the authors, where you will find what I may 


gather from the whole a liſt of writers, who 
will furniſh you with a body of divinity, both 


theſe authors will point out to you the excel- 
lencies of the Common Prayer in its daily 


ceremonies. There is not an uſage through- 
out the whole, which he does not defend 
with great acuteneſs from the practice or teſ- 
timony of the primitive chriſtians; nor is 
there a ſingle article inſerted in the Rubrics, 
or in the body of it, which he does not 80 


not ſo much as ſeen or heard before it was 


four ſermons on the beauty of holineſs in the 


Common Prayer, or to Mr. Wheatly's illuſtra- 


only hint at, fully diſcuſſed ; that you may 


ſpeculative and practical. The former of 


uſe ; and the latter, the propriety of all its 
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to be found in its proper place, with the ut- 


' moſt fignificancy. You will of courſe read 


the whole for your own fatisfaction, and that 


you may be ready 70 give an anfwer to | thoſe, 
who will object to it. | 


Such objectors there are, and even in the 
preſent day; to ſome of whom it appears to 
be too prolix, and to others too confuſed. In 
order to obviate its prolixity and confuſion, it 
is well known, that at one time the ſervice 
was divided into three parts—the Common 
Prayer—the Litany—and the Communion 
Service—but the inconveniencies that aroſe 


from this diviſion, by ſome chuſing to attend 


one part, and ſome another, together with 
the buſtle that was made, in large congrega- 
tions more eſpecially, by the people paſſing and 
repaſſing during the ſhort intervals between 
each {ervice, were ſo great, that it was judged 


more expedient to join them together again; 


by leaving out three prayers, the ſubſtance 


of which was to be found in the invocations 


of the Litany ; and by appointing a ſhort 


reſting place, between the Litany and the 
Communion, for pſalmody, which would re- 
lieve the mind, and yet raiſe the pious affec- 
tions of the worſhippers. 


5 4 I can- 


4 [2] 

I cannot omit the mention of another book 
upon the Liturgy, not of the ſame nature 
with the foregoing, but a very uſeful one of 
its kind, which I could wiſh you likewiſe to 
recommend to your pariſhioners, who may 


be profited by it. I mean Dr. Nichols upon 


the Common Prayer, which has a conciſe, 


pious commentary throughout the whole, very 


explanatory, and eaſy to be underſtood, which 
is extended to the pſalms too, as well as to 
the ſeveral offices, and opens to every com- 
mon reader the deſign, for which each was 


penned, and the meaning of each verſe ſepa- 


rately with the utmoſt perſpicuity. 
But I have not yet done with this ſubject, 
till I ſhall have pointed out to you, in another 


letter, the peculiar excellencies of this ſtated 


form, and in ſome degree juſtified the doc- 
trines, which it teaches ; only obſerving in 
general, what I wiſh to leave upon your mind 


at preſent, that in this, the beſt copy of pri- 


mitive devotion, outward decency is preſerved 
and adjuſted to the ſeveral parts of it; and 
inward piety is admirably kept up, by re- 
minding us, at the beginning of every prayer, 
of the reverend name, or ſome aweful perfection 
of the Lord our God, as the encouraging 


ground 
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ground of our praying to him; and at the 


concluſion, of the merits and mediation of 


the Redeemer, as the only means of ſucceſs, 
which we can promiſe to ourſelves in pray- 


ing. Wherein every collect is fitted, with 


the moſt exact propriety, to the ſeaſon or 
occaſion of its being uſed; each containing 
a diſtinct, well- managed petition by itſelf; in 
ſo ſhort a compaſs, that it is impoſſible it 


ſhould weary; but withal ſo pertinent, that 
it is impoſſible it ſhould not appear intereſt- 
ing. But it would be endleſs to dwell upon 


every excellency; I will pronounce upon the 
whole, that it is the moſt precious treaſure 
of rational devotion in the whole world ; and 
if any thing be wanting in it, it is only one 
ſhort prayer more, which every one is able to 
ſupply, *© that God may vouchſafe to continue 
« the uſe of it in honor and veneration, fo 
« long as he has promiſed to be with his 
t church; even unto the end of the world.” 


LETTER 


| 127 ] 


LETTER I. 


f 


I SHALL now reſume the ſubject, as I 
| promiſed you, relating to ſome of the pecu- 

liar excellencies of our Common-Prayer. I 
do not mean to go through the whole ſer- 
vice, for that has been ſufficiently done by 
others, but I ſhall chicfly confine myſelf to 


| thoſe parts which have given riſe to ſome 


controverſy concerning the uſe of them, and 
more eſpecially, concerning the doctrines 
contained in them; by which you will rea- 
dily underſtand, that I ſhall dwell principally 
vpn the Creeds; for theſe are, as their name 
implies, the credenda of every Chriſtian. 
You cannot begin your devotional ad- 
dreſſes to God better than with ſome well 
choſen ſentences from his own word. This 
collection of them, from whence the Mi- 
niſter may ſelect one or more, is ſo framed, 
as to lead forcibly to an affectionate exhort- 
ation to the people to join with you in the 
humiliating confeſſion of a penitent ſinner, 
14 8 ſees the neceſſity of acknowledging and 
lamenting 
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lamenting his manifold tranſgreſſions to his 


offended God, before he can hope for that 
abſolution and remiſſion of them, which the 


Prieſt is commiſſioned to pronounce from 
the mouth of God to all thoſe who truly re- 


pent, as ſuch may be preſumed to repent of 
their ſins, which they thus lament and con- 
feſs, as the terms of forgiveneſs. After this 


properly follows the Lord's Prayer, which 


comprehends every ſpiritual and temporal 
want, a ſupply of all good things, and a de- 


fence againſt all evil things, which we are 
encouraged to aſk when the heart is thus 


prepared to receive or repel them. 
The Pſalm, which is ordered to be re- 


| peated almoſt. daily, and the other Pſalms, 


which are judiciouſly portioned out for the 


uſe of each day in the month, ſo as to go 
through the whole collection of them twelve 


times in the year, contain the pious effuſions 
of a heart entirely devoted to the glory of 
his Maker, and therefore cannot be too fre- 
quently inculcated upon the hearts of thoſe, 
who, like him, meditate upon God's laws day 
and night, that they may, like him too, praiſe 


the Lord with all their ſouls, and fing praiſes 


unte the honour of his name, 
In 


[ 29 ] 

In the Pfalms there are many hiſtorical re- 
ferences to the Old Teſtament, and many 
prophetical alluſions to the New; both tend- 
ing to prepare our minds for the leſſons that 

follow out of each, appointed by the calen- 
dar to be read on every day throughout the 
year. For, by the appointment of one every 
morning from the Old Teſtament, and of 
another from the New, we are at the ſame 
time inſtructed out of the Law and the Goſ- 


pel, and in the evening from the Epiſtles; | 


all which together will comprehend the ſub- 
ſtance of the Jewiſh religion, and hiſtory, as 


delivered' in the Law; the gradual opening 


of the Prophecies, which all lead to the 


grand point of the Meſſiah, promiſed and 


| foretold from the beginning to the end; the 
hiſtory: of the life, miracles, and death of 
| Jeſus Chriſt, by which the Prophecies he- 
came fulfilled, together with his reſurrection 


and aſcenſion, which had been typified in the 


Jewiſh diſpenſation ; and the ſaving articles 
of the Chriſtian faith diſcuſſed and incul= 
eated by the Apoſtles in their ſeveral Epiſtles; 
ſo that the people may hear what they want 
to know, What they are bound to believe; 
und what they . to practiſe; that is, the 
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[1] 
whole duty of a Chriſtian from the word of 
God. | > 
After the Leſſons from the Scriptures, 
it was always cuſtomary in the primitive 
Churches, to add a hymn expreſſive of their 


thankfulneſs to the Almighty for that gra- 
cCious revelation of his will to mankind, 


which they had juſt before heard. And if 
all the devotional collections of antiquity for 
this purpoſe had been ranſacked, there could 


not have been found one more ſuitable than 
that which was choſen; I mean the Je 
Deum; the nobleſt and moſt exalted hymn 


of devotion known to this Church, or any 
Church in the world, in which angels and 
the bleſſed ſpirits above may well join with 
us in the ſolemn ſtrains of praiſe and thankſ- 
giving, adoration and worſhip, which it con- 
tains. ir 

It is moſt probable that Sf. Ambroſe was 


the author of this excellent hymn, as he was 
of many others in the ſame pious ſtyle. It 


is more directly levelled againſt the hereſy of 


the Arians, as S7. Auſtin affirms all his were. 
It is calculated by its frame and compoſition 
to be ſung in the Church, as his uſed to be; 


E 


and it is exactly in his manner of writing 
them in ſhort ſentences. 


It begins with a ſolemn addreſs of uni- 


verſal praiſe to God the Father, wherein all 
the inhabitants of heaven and earth are ac- 


cuſtomed to join in the words, more eſpe- 
cially of the Triſagium, or cherubical hymn, 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hoſts, heaven 


and earth are full of thy glory] which was 


_ uſually ſung as an explicit declaration of their 
belief in the Trinity; and agreeably to the 


ſenſe of this, the holy Church, throughout all 


_ the Chriſtian world, is repreſented as acknow- 
ledging the infinite majeſty of the Father, of 
the true and only Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, 


; the Comforter. 


After this mention of the whole Trinity 


by their ſeveral names, by an elegant apoſ- 
trophe, it directs our praiſes more particu- 


larly to Chrift, the King of Glory, as the 


everlaſting Son of the Father, the Son incar- 
nate of the Virgin, who thereby debaſed him- 
felf from his original glory, that he might 
exalt all believers in him; who is now ſeated 
at the right-hand of God, in the glory of 
the Father, of which he had been partaker 
before the foundation of the world ; and 


who 
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who will come again in the ſame nature, 
which he had condeſcended to aſſume for our 
fakes, to judge the quick and the dead. 

Thus divine in his nature, thus eminent in 
his mediatorial relation to us, the prayers of 
the congregation are immediately directed to 
this Redeemer of the world for help, that 
they may be qualified, by virtue of his re- 

demption, to be numbered among the ſaints 
in glory everlaſting : and for this end, they 
join in magnifying him day by day, and 
worſhipping his name ever, world without 
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end, that he may vouchſafe to keep them, 

by his Almighty power from fin, and have a 

| mercy upon them, becauſe they had always [ 
i truſted in him; and now they pray that they F 
1 may not be confounded by any failure of duty F 
| on their part, nor deprived of the hopes of 0 
4 God's mercy, which they can only hope for * 
{| through his mediation and merits.—Surely WK 
1 there cannot be conceived a more Chriſtian Bb 
. creed, or a more animated pattern of Chriſ- th, 
4 tian devotion than this ! BY 
3 though this may well be looked upon yet 
5 as a ſummary of the Chriſtian faith, in the Buy 
form of a hymn, yet has the Church wiſcly 8 

| furniſhed us 5 with other creeds, which were "yp 


anciently | 
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WIGHT RL 


"7" "FW 7 
anciently called the ſymbols, or rules of 


faith, whereby the true Chriſtian might be 


| diſtinguiſhed from the falſe friends or open 
| enemies of the Catholic communion. 

If yon are inclined to trace the hiſtory of 
the creeds up to their origin, you maſt go 
back to the times of the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves. For when they ſeparated from each 
other at Jeruſalem for their reſpective miſ- 
fions, it is moſt probable, that they ſettled 


ſome rule of faith for their future preaching, 


as a common ſtandard, left they ſhould be 
ſuſpected of expounding different doctrines 


to their Chriſtian converts in different places. 
In this ſenſe, the Creed, which goes under 
their name, may properly enough be called 


apoſtolical ; foraſmuch as it is uniformly con- 
ſonant to what they preached every where, 
and fully contained the ſum and ſubſtance of 
their whole faith. _ 


For whether we believe, as ſome do, that 


| the Apoſtles' Creed was compoſed by them 


| before they parted from each other or not, 
yet, it is certain, that they had a fixed ſum- 

| mary, or canon of faith, drawn up for their 
common uſe, Which was committed to all 
ſuch perſons as were appointed to the facred 
D offices 
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( 34 ] 
offices of the church, and was to be deli. 
vered by them again in charge, as a holy 
depoſitum, to their ſucceſſors in the miniſtry; 


that ſo an uniformity might be preſerved in 
what they taught, and that none of the fun- 


damental articles of the Chriſtian faith might 
be diſguiſed or perverted by 4 its own pro- 


feſſors. 


This was that form of Gund W which 
st. Paul commanded Timothy to commit to 


faithful men, who might be inſtructed by 
ſuch a formulary to teach others alſo. 2 Tim. 
Chap. ii. ver. 2. This he elſewhere calls 
the form of doctrine, that was delivered. 
Rom. vi. 17. and St. Jude, the depoſit of 


faith, which was once delrvered to the ſaints. 


Jude ver. 3. underſtanding by the word once, 
as many commentators have, that ſtandard 
of faith, by which they had uniformly con- 


ducted their preaching from the very firſt, 
and which they commanded to be kept ſo 


entire and uncorrupt, that nothing effential 


might be added to it, or taken from it. 
That this practice of the Apoſtles con- 
tinued in uſe among their immediate ſuc- 


ceſſors, there is no doubt; for moſt of the 


articles of this Creed are recorded in the 
1 Epiſtles 


6333 


l 


Epiſtles of Ignatius, who lived with ſeveral 
of them; and the whole form, as it now 
ſtands in our Liturgy, is to be found in the 


works of St. Ambroſe and Rufſinus, who both 
flouriſhed in the fourth century. 


I do not dwell upon the articles themſelves; 


for if you have not already, it is indiſpen- 
ſibly neceſſary that you ſhould read, and that 


with great attention, Biſhop Pearſon's expo- 


ſition of this Creed throughout. 


In the ages after the apoſtolical, when he. 
retics aroſe from different quarters to diſturb 


the peace of the Church, and by their dif- 
terent principles to unſettle the faith, which 


they could not deſtroy, it became neceſſary 
to be more explicit in the Church's determi- 


nation upon the eſſential points, and to ex- 


plain more fully thoſe diſtinguiſhing articles, 
which were made the requiſite qualification 


or teſt of thoſe who were to be admitted into 


the viſible Church, or were allowed, but not 


without a profeſſion of theſe, to bear the 


name of Chriſtians. 


For this purpoſe, every Biſhop was autho- 


iſed at the firſt, to frame a Creed for the : 
| uſe of his own Church, and to expreſs it in 
ſuch terms as were beſt ſuited to meet with 
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[ 36 ] 
the berelles that were moſt prevalent at that 
time or place, and from Which he appre- 


hended the greateſt danger of apoſtacy. 


Hence it is, that we find ſo many different 


ways of exprefling the ſame rule of faith, 


and the number of articles occaſionally 3 in- 
creaſed. : 
Theſe formularies, which never failed to 


inculcate the belief of a Trinity! in the God- 
head, conſiſtently with its unity, were de- 


ſigned originally for the inſtruction of cate- 


chumens before their baptiſm; for unleſs 


they would make this confeſſion of their faith 


in the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, 


as three perſons and one God, in the face of 


the Church, after their converſion, they were 
refuſed baptiſm: ſuch was the declaration of 


the council of Arles, and afterwards of Nice, 
upon this occaſion : * If they do not anſwer 
© to this doctrine of the Trinity, let them 
© not be baptized.” And we are told, that 


the baptiſm of the Marcionites was rejected 


by the Eaſtern church, becauſe they held 


heterodox notions concerning the Trinity. 
Agrecably to this determination of the 
Catholic Church, it was, that Athanaſius in 
his writings, looked upon all heretics of this 
5 | deſcrip» 


* Ty) 

ebenen as 0-4 excluded from the ſaving 
benefits of the Chriſtian faith, even becauſe 
\ they were not, in his time, allowed ſo much 
* the name of Chriſtians. Nor was he 
ſingular in this: Latantius ſays, that the 
Arians are no Chriſtians : ; Unſtit. I. iv. c. 5.) 
Hilary ſays the fame : (Hil. ad Inſtit. I. i.) 
fo. that you ſee that the doctrine of the Tri- 


nity in unity, and unity in Trinity, which is 


the ſubſtance of the Athanaſian Creed, is 
the baptiſmal faith; and Hat certainly is ne- 
ceſſary to ſalvation, if any faith be. 


The damnatory clauſes, as they are called, 


of the Athanaſian Creed, have given more 


real or pretended offence to the oppugners of 


the Catholic faith, than any other part of our 
ſervice: but if they would interpret them in 


the ſame ſpirit of moderation with which they 
were penned, perhaps all offence might be 


done away. The Creed itſelf i is to be conſi- 
dered as no more than the Catholic doctrine 
of the Trinity guarded againſt the attacks of 
the ſeveral hereſies which it was calculated 
to oppoſe i in its ſeveral parts. This doctrine, 
as it was taught by the Church, was the 
chief term of church-communion, as it had 


wacky been requiſite for admiſſion into it. 
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Now it was a common ſaying among the pri- 
mitive writers of that age, Extra ecclefiam 
nulla ſalus ; there is no falvation out of the 
pale of the Church; whence it followed in 


their ideas, that the fundamental doctrine of 
the Trinity, and the very exiſtence of the 
Church, as well as of the religion of Chriſt, 


muſt ſtand or fall together; whence it fol- 
lowed again, that the belief of the Catholic 
faith, thus underſtood, was adjudged as ne- 


ceſſary to ſalvation as it was to be a Chriſ- 


tian. 
Upon this ground it is that in every an- 
cient Creed tranſmitted down to us, of which 


there are many upon record, we find an ana- 
thema conſtantly denounced againſt thoſe who 
diſſented from the principal articles of it, 
-becauſe they were the eſſential articles of 
Chriſtianity itſelf. But this anathema, which 


ſounds ſo harſh to us at this diſtance, is ex- 
plained by a canon of the council of Gangra 


in Aja Minor, which was held, moſt pro- 


bably, ſo early as A. D. 324, or, at the lateſt 


date, in A. D. 340, to mean no more than 


an excluſion from the vifible ſociety of the 


i Catholic Church; for ſo ſays the nineteenth 
canon, „Let him be anathema, that is, de- 


& clared 


/ 
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« clared excommunicate, or cut off from 


« the Church.” It muſt be allowed, how- 


ever, that this was ſuppoſed to imply, that 
as they denied the covenant of grace, by 
denying its author, they would, likewiſe, if 
they perſiſted in unbelief, be ſhut out from 
the benefits of that covenant, and therefore 
had nothing to truſt to, but uncovenanted 
mercy. 

Baptiſm is the appointed rite, by which 
admiſſion is gained into that covenant wherein 


we ſtand; but ht Baptiſm was accounted 
unavailable, which was not adminiſtered ac- 
cording to the preſcribed form, and with the 


previous confeſſion of the true faith, which 
that form declared in the name of the Fa- 


ther, Son, and Holy Ghoſt : and therefore 
if this faith were neceſſary for Baptiſm, which 


alone puts us into a ſtate of ſalvation, then 


may it well be ſaid to be likewiſe neceſſary 


to be believed for ſalvation; implying, too, 
the reverſe, that we cannot be ſaved upon the 
terms of the Goſpel diſpenſation without it. 
From all which we cannot but conclude, 


that this ancient Creed ſpoke no other lan- 


guage than that of the former times, which 
was confonant with that of the Scriptures ; 
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and when it is underſtood as it ought, ac- 


cording to the received ſenſe of that language, 
it conveys nothing but what every Chriſtian, 


without the hazard of forfeiting his ait, 
may repeat. 
I do not mean to enter into the diſcuſſion 


about the author or age of this primitive 


Creed, for a great deal that has been contro- 
verted concerning both might have been 
ſpared, if the diſputers on both ſides would 
but have relied upon the beſt evidence they 
could have upon the ſubject; and that is the 
authority of Gregory Nazianzen, a biſhop of 


high repute in this very century, and there- 


fore moſt likely to know as well as to ſpeak 


the truth. He mentions this Creed in his 


Orat. de Laud. Athanaf. Orat. 21. He calls 


it © a royal gift;” and expreſsly tells us, that 


Athanaſius himſelf preſented it to the Em- 
peror Jovinian; and * that it was received 
« in his time, both by the Eaſtern and 
« Weſtern Churches, as a treaſure of ineſ- 
« timable price.” 

The body of the Creed contains the ſum 
and ſubſtance of all orthodox divinity, the 


doctrines of the Trinity, and incarnation of 


Jeſus Chriſt, guarded againſt the innoyations 
of 


(41 ] 


of ſchiſmatics and heretics; together with 


the myſterious union of Godhead and man- 
hood in one perſon, illuſtrated by the no leſs 


myſterious, though undoubted, union of ſoul 
and body, which none but the materialiſts, 
and ſcarcely they, can deny. All the reſt is 
only an occaſional inlargement of theſe fun- 
damental articles, and therefore he, who be- 
lieves theſe, virtually believes every other 
ſentence of this Creed, which was added only 
to illuſtrate and ſecure the truth of theſe 
main points. Theſe are the articles which 


are declared to be neceſſary to ſalvation; and 
the Scripture has declared the ſame; for the 


whole fabric of Chriſtianity reſts upon them. 
Surely then, none need be offended at the 
public repetition of it in our Churches ; for 
it condemns none but thoſe who will not 

believe and be faved. 
I will only to add what I have ſaid in behalf 
of this Creed, the opinion of the great re- 
former Luther, who has expreſſed himſelf 
in favour of it in very ſtrong terms, in his 
treatiſe, De tribus ſymbolis: It is, he ſays, 
a firm bulwark to the Creed of the Apoſ- 
tles, and an excellent preſervative againſt 
thoſe bold and impious wretches, who are 
| | not 
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not aſhamed to make a jeſt of a Trinity in 
unity, and to ridicule the incarnation of the 
only Son of God; two great and fundamental 
points, which this moſt holy and accurate 
ſyſtem in ſome meaſure endeavours to illuſ- 
trate, and with great ſolidity maintains.“ 

In the Communion- ſervice, the Nicene 


Creed is introduced after the Epiſtle and Goſ- 


pel, as the Apoſtles' and Athanaſian Creeds 
were after the Leſſons, for one and the fame 


reaſon, that by the repetition of them, after 


the ſcriptures have been read, every member 
of the Church may with his own mouth, 
openly and diſtinctly make a confeſſion of that 
faith which the Leſſons had taught, and 
thereby evidence to the Church his firm be- 
lief in thoſe articles, which have been always 
accounted the characteriſtic marks whereby 
to diſtinguith, as by a SHibboleth, the true 


| believer from the heretic or infidel; for as 


one of the ancients calls it, © it is the myſ- 
tery of our falvation.” Dionyſ. 8 Hierar. 


cap. iii. 


The third dounell of Toledo, can. ii. has 
given an additional reaſon why it is ordered 
to be recited by the people in this place, 


before the ſacrament, which is in its own 
words, 
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words, © That the breaſts of thoſe that ap- 


proach to thoſe dreadful myſteries may be 
purified with a true and right faith.” 

The Nicene Creed is ſo called, becauſe i it 
is a paraphraſe of that Creed which the fa- 


thers, aſſembled at the firſt general council 


of Nice, A. D. 325, drew up for the uſe of 
the Catholic church, containing the primary 
articles of Chriſtian belief; but it was put 
into the preſent form by the ſecond general 
council, held at Conſtantinople, A. D. 381; 
and therefore might as properly be ſtiled 


the Conſtantinopolitan Creed. It more largely 
condemns all hereſies at that time ſprung up 


in the Church, than the Apoſtles' Creed; 
and it more particularly eſtabliſhes that funda- 
mental doctrine of the Homoouſion, or co-eſ- 


ſentiality of God the Father, and God the 


Son; God of God, Light of Light, very 
God of very God. 


I muſt particularly recommend to your pe- 


ruſal, Biſhop Bull's defence of this Creed, 
and all his Latin works upon the ſubject. 
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I HAVE dwelt the longer upon the Creeds, 
that you may be ready to give an anſwer to 
every one who aſketh you a reaſon of the faith 
that is in you. At your firſt entrance upon 
the work of the Miniſtry, you will meet 
with difficulties in combating the novel doc- 
trines of thoſe who hold the faith in unrigh- 
teouſneſs, as well of thoſe who have no faith 
at all.—You will find, that the Church of 
God is divided, and he veil of the temple rent 
in twain, by Enthuſiaſts on one fide, and 
Unitarians on the other. Men, who pretend 
to be zealous advocates for the purity of ado- 
ration and worſhip to be paid to him, who 


bf ſitteth upon the throne, and yet by a very pre- 
by N poſterous mode of expreſſing it, would ſacri- 
5 fice the Lamb, the Son of God, to the honour | 
. of the Father. It muſt be your care to guard 
5 againſt both. Their miſinterpretations of de- 
F tached parts of Scripture may deceive you. 
#4 Their high pretenſions to the favour of Hea- 


4 ven may miſlead you; or their furious zeal in 
* e the 
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the cauſe of their own ſyſtem of religion, 


which pretends to keep the majeſty of Hea- 
ven inviolate, may betray you. 


It is the work of the Miniſtry, for it is 
the commiſſion itſelf, to convert ſome and 


confirm others; to vindicate the truth, and 5 
guard againſt error; to convince the gain- 5 
ſayer, and correct the diſorderly; to exhort x va 
'the lukewarm with all diligence, and TS 14 
the preſumptuous with all earneſtneſs; to 
direct the wavering with all caution, and Bey 1 
moniſh the careleſs with all meekneſs. For wh 
theſe ends, great and important as they are, $2 
the faithful diſpenſer of God's lively oracles, 7 
if he would rightly divide the word of truth, 1 
muſt become all things, in a lawful ſenſe, .? 3 
all men, that Jo ve my oy ll Means, fave © 4 : 
ſome. BY 

If you conſider, then, what it is you are 1 
to teach, and with how great circumſpection £1 
you are bound to teach it, you will eaſily bt 


4 
» £2 
conceive that the compaſs of your knowledge 


muſt be extenſive, and that the ſeaſonable 
application of it requires prudence.—Tt may ty | 
ſeem, and ſo it has been judged by ſome, 24 
that a knowledge of ſpeculative traths, though 3 4 g 
revealed in the Scripture, is no ' neceffary — * 21 


qualifi- 
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qualification for a preacher of righteouſneſs; 
and, indeed, thus much may be allowed, that 
he who is not deeply converſant in theſe 
abſtruſe matters, may yet move uſefully in a 
narrower ſphere; for he may nevertheleſs 
feed the growing flock of Chriſt with the ſincere 
milk of the word, and by the influence of a 
truly Chriſtian example, perſuade others to 


be altogether Chriſtians. But {till it is not fit 
that he ſhould be ignorant of thoſe great 


truths of religion, which relate to the grand 
myſtery of man's redemption by Chriſt Jeſus; 
and if he depend upon the efficacy of that 
redemption, or would have his hearers to 


depend upon it, it is not fit that he ſhould 
be ignorant of the proofs of his Meſſiahſhip, 


or the ſatisfaction of his merits. 

For this purpoſe he muſt, as it is ſaid of 
Abpollos, be mighty in the Scriptures of both 
Teſtaments, that he may rightly underſtand, 


by comparing both, what the one has fore- 


told, and what the other teſtifies of his na- 


ture, his perſon, and his offices. For if he 


cannot ſatisfy himſelf that he was God as 
well as man, he cannot teach others that his 
atonement was available to their eternal ſal- 
vation; or if he i is not yet convinced that he 
was 


E 
was man as well as God, he cannot attempt 
to perſuade others that the requiſite atone- 
ment could ever have been made. For as 
God only, he could not have aid down his 
life, and as man only, he could not have "vu 
had power to Zake it again. As both, indeed, 2 75 
he might dee for our fins, and riſe again for 3 


our juſtification ; but take away either, and 2 
you deſtroy the whole divine œconomy of the | 2 
Chriſtian redemption at once. 2 

This the Chriſtian Miniſter ought not to bY 


be ignorant of; and in another light, he 


ſhould be able to defend it. If Chriſt our 

Saviour be not perfect God, then have tze 
whole Chriſtian church, even the Apoſtles 50 | 
themſelves, been idolaters from the begin- $4 
ning; for notwithſtanding what is now con- 12 
fidently aſſerted to the contrary, they and all 7950 
their followers from the very firſt age of it, * 


have worſhipped him as God, their enemies ; 

_ themſelves being witneſſes, for they have not a2. 
failed to charge them with it, as their crime. „% 

And if he were not man, as well as God, 53 
(for heretics, like all men, who ſet out uy 

wrong, have run from one extreme to an- Wk 

other), then have the whole Chriſtian world 

been fatally deceived from the beginning; for 14 

notwith- 25 
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notwithſtanding the teſtimony of eye-wit- 
neſſes, and thoſe divinely inſpired, they have 


all along believed à lie: yea, and they are found 


falſe witneſſes of God. Perhaps it may be 


thought, that ſuch diſquiſitions, though they 


are the very firſt principles of the Goſpel, may 


carry you too far into a wide field of polemical 


or controverſſal divinity, in an unprofitable 


purſuit after ſcience, falſely ſo called. But 


from whatever quarter religion 1s attacked, 
there muſt be ſome guard fixed to reſiſt the 


danger. Be not diſmayed then at being told, 
that this too muſt be reckoned another re- 


quiſite branch of your religious acquiſitions ; 
foraſmuch as without ſome knowledge of this, 
duly cultivated, the effab/;ſhment itſelf will 
be left defenceleſs, and all its collateral ſup- 
ports may be caſt down. 

The ſubject-matter of this part of divine 
literature, is that ſyſtem of Chriſtian faith 
and doctrine derived from the primitive ages 


of the Church, which has, with the utmoſt 
propriety, been made the approved teſt of 


your religious principles, and the conſent to 


it the indiſpenſible qualification for your ad- 


miſſion into the ſacred office. For every 


Church, as well as other ſociety, has a 
right 


[ 49 J 


right of ſettling the terms of its own com- 


munion, that its ruling powers might not 


lay hands ſuddenly on any man. Thus did the 


primitive churches in the earlieſt ages, for 


their canons prove it; and all churches in 


every age, and of every denomination (even 
among the Diſſenters themſelves, who com- 
plain of its hardſhip), have uſed this right, 
as much for the ſafety of the people, who 
are to learn what is truth, as for the reputa- 
tion of the Miniſter who 1s to teach them ; 


neither of which could have been effectually 
provided for, if no inquiry were made what 


religious principles were maintained by the 


one, or what religious errors might poſhbly 


be infuſed into the others, 
It will require no formal proof to convince 


you, that without an uniformity of faith and 


diſcipline, the whole eccleſiaſtical polity would 
fink into an irreligious anarchy. For what 


polity can ſubſiſt without laws; and what 
will laws avail if they are not equally bind- 


ing upon every member of it? which again 
they cannot be but by an expreſs promiſe, 


made ſubje& to certain ſanctions, if ſuch 


promiſe ſhould be violated. The Scripture, 


it is true, is of itſelf a complete rule of faith 


and practice ; but experience has long ago 
E proved 
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proved that the Scripture, however ſufficient 


in itſelf to make the man of God perfect, has 


been artfully wreſted too much by falſe gloſſes 


and ſiniſter interpretations to anſwer the pur- 


poſe that might have been ſerved by it; 
inaſmuch as it has been alledged by the 
intrepid champions of a declining caufe, to 
juftify every hereſy, and to patronize every 
ſchiſm by turns. Upon this account it was, 
that Creeds were framed in the firſt ages of 
the Church, formularies of confeſſion after- 
wards, and articles of religion ſince, to guard 
as much as could be, againſt the united ct- 
forts of the heretic and the infidel, by ſuch 


explicit declarations of the Catholic faith, 


as might preſerve che unity of It in the bond of 
peace. For they gave ſome conſiderable ad- 
vantage to the Chriſtian cauſe at that time, 
and they have added not a little to that pu- 
rity of tradition, by which we receive the 
holy oracles at this day. 

'Theſe explications of myſterious truths 
did not ariſe irom any arrogant preſumption 
of being w/e above what 1s written: they all 
ſtand upon the foundation of the Scripture- 
doctrine ſtill; for it was never thought to 
be in the power of any man, or number of 

men, 


| CO! 


* 

men, either to increaſe or leſſen the funda- 
mental articles of the Chriſtian faith, by in- 
venting new ones; they only attempted to 
revive and enforce the original articles, which 


introducing of ſuch hereſies as were pur- 


{ſtandard of belief. 

It is true, their enemies extorted theſe new 
expolitions of the Catholic faith from them ; 
and fo far they were unwittingly the means 


trines, which in their hearts they wiſhed to 
| overthrow. But we have one uncomfortable 
| circumſtance peculiar to ourſelves, that our 


very watchmen have been inſtrumental in 


| if it were likely to bring forth the better 
| fruit by having every plant of ld grapes 
| planted in it, which might become the more 
| luxuriant the leſs they were pruned. 


f Not that the Church meant to preſcribe 
1 | what ſyſtem of faith, or what mode of wor- 
chip every one ſhould implicitly embrace from 
4 his heart, becauſe he is required hy a teſt to 
0 


E 2 tormity 


could not be gainſayed, unleſs it were by the 


poſely introduced to ſubvert the effabliſhed 


of adding new ſupports to the Chriſtian doc- 


; enemies are they of our 0WNn houfhold. Dur 


| pulling down the tences of the vineyard, as 


conform to one particular inſtitution of uni- 
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formity before he can be admitted into its 


ſacred function; for no Church whatever can 


claim this right over the conſcience; but 


then it is the only expedient, as all confeſs, 
for preventing that corruption of faith, 
diſtraction of opinion which might follow 
from the ignorance of ſome, or the bigotry 


of others. The Church cannot be faid hy 


this to lay a ſtumbling-block in the way of 


its members, as if it required an aflent, 
which they were not always able to give; 
for ſurely it is no unreaſonable demand to 
require any one to do what his own profeſſed 


principles, as a member of the Church, lead 
him to do, without any violence done to his 
conſcience, provided the conſcience itſelf be 
ſincere in what it profeſſes; and if it be not, 

he is better out of the Church than in it. 


Neither do we by this depreciate the ul: 
of private judgment in matters of religion, 
becauſe we maintain a ſubmiſſion of this to 
public authority; every one 1s ſtill at liberty 
to put himſelf under the diſcipline of 2! 
eſtabliſhment or not. He will forfeit, indccl, 

the prerogatives that are annexed to it, as i: 

would of any other ſociety ; and much betta 

it is that he ſhould, than prevaricate wit: 

| Got 


| th 
| th 
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God and the world for the ſake of them. 
Leaſt of all would we infringe upon the rights 
of toleration, which is the true bulwark of 
liberty of conſcience, properly ſo called, and 
will be the glory of every eſtabliſhment which 
allows it; perhaps we. may add, that ours is 
the only one that does allow it: but then a 
toleration of thoſe who differ from us in 


circumſtantials only, is one thing, and a de- 


claration that every one may and ought to be 
at full liberty to chuſe whatever religion he 
pleaſes, even when eſſentials are concerned, is 
another. The one, if unlimited, has always 


been adjudged as an inlet to every hereſy, 
the other, with its legal reſtrictions, as they 
are expreſſed in the act, is a barrier againſt 
it. Such a full licence would introduce fo 


many different and diſcordant principles, ſtill 
under the ſanction of the ſame eſtabliſhment, 


| it, you would not be able to find the trus 
| religion in the crowd. 1 
| When the act of toleration was firſt enacted, 


| which the wiſdom of our forefathers led 


that as Biſhop Sher/ock ſomewhere expreſſes 


b we know the reſtrictions Juſt now hinted at, | 


them to make in the act: every body was 
| then perfectly ſatisfied with them; and the 
E 3 reaſons 


E 
reaſons for making them are, I apprehend, 
ſtill in full force, though many are now ſo 
openly murmuring againſt them. Liberty is 
fairly granted to all perſons to act as their 
conſcience ſhall direct them in the matter of 
religious worſhip, but it is with this falutary 
reſerve: © If they will approve themſelves 
no Papiſts or oppugners of the Trinity.” 
And it may be worth while to conſider well, 
whether there 1s any prudential reaſon, con- 


ſiſtent with the ſafety of the eſtabliſhed reli- 


gion, why ſuch a reſerve ſhould ever be dif- 
penſed with. But, indeed, till the Unita- 
rian ſect aroſe within theſe few years, not 
one among all the congregations of Proteſt- 


ant diſſenters was affected by it. 


Nevertheleſs, I muſt confeſs to you, that 


I am no advocate for penal ſtatutes in reli- 
gious caſes, if ſufficient ſecurity to the eſta- 


bliſhment could be obtained without them. 
For I would no more chaſtiſe a poor idola- 
trous Indian for falling down beſore his graven 
image (for he knows no better) than I would 
a Papiſt (though he might know better) for 


the ſame adoration of his crucifix, provided 


both be done in the fincerity of their hearts: 


: but the miſchief is, when they cannot be ſa- 


tisfied 


1 1 
tified with this indulgence, but muſt needs 
be tampering with thoſe who are of a dif- 
ferent perſuaſion, and cannot forbear from 
unſettling the faith of others who were going 
on quietly in the way of ſalvation. This it 
is which cauſes that reſtraint to be neceſſary, YN 


| which has been put upon the members of 5 
that Church, and a neceſſary one it will con- x; 
| tinue to be, as long as their Prieſts will be hn 


endeavoutfing, by bribes or ſubtilty, to ſeduce 
the ſubjects of that Government which is 
willing to grant them every other liberty. 
Let them not call this religious perſecution; 


it is only ſelf-defence. And as we well {now 5 
of what ſpirit wwe are, ſo as not to call for fire 8 
| rom heaven to conſume them, ſurely they may Wy 
reſt quietly in the excrcife of their own reli- IF 
gion, without trying to ſubvert the faith, or 1 
wound the conſciences of others. 0 
As to all others who diſſent from us, not 455 
ſo much in matters of faith, as in the uſe f nl 
ſome indifferent ceremonies, the toleration = * 7 
cannot be too extenſive, provided they will _ Lf 
not inſtil into the minds of their adherents *y | 
ſuch religious or civil principles as may cauſe +280 
diſſenſions in the Church, or diſcord in the 480 
| State, which may end in the ſubverſion of 2M 
| LN 4 * 4 
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the one, or ſchiſms in the other. For what. 


ever thoſe diſſenſions which have ariſen 


among us may be, yet there is but one Lord, 
one Faith, one Baptiſm, neceſſary to be known 
or believed unto falvation ; and all theſe may 
perhaps have been fomented from their not 
ſufficiently attending to that uſeful diſtinc- 
tion which ſhould never be forgotten, between 
Chriſtian articles and theological concluſions; 
the former being the fundamental principles 


of religion, without which it cannot ſubſiſt; 


and the latter but the appendages of religion, 
with which the ſubſtance of it has no con- 
cern. FG . 

Why then will one ſay, J am of Paul, and 
another, I am of Apollos, and I of Cephas, 
and I of Chrif/? Since we are one in faith, 
devoted to the ſame ſervice, and in effect, 
liſted under the ſame banner, why are we 


diſunited in ſmaller matters? Chriſt is nt 


divided; every branch of different opinion 


in theſe things, does not conſtitute a different 


religion; why then do we ſuffer the Goſpel 
and its ordinances, which are in perfect har- 
mony with themſelves and one another, to 
become the engines of diſcord and conten- 
tion? I cannot but think that a little more 
£0mpre- 


19 1 


comprehenſive plan might include all within 


the pale of one communion; all well-mean- 


ing ones, at leaſt, if they would but conſult 


the Scripture, or be guided by it in ſome 
points of more material conſequence, and 


would not, under the ſpecious pretext of 
preſerving the ſimplicity of the Goſpel, reſt 


their own and the ſalvation of their diſciples 
upon irreſiſtible grace, without the exerciſe 
of free- will; upon abſolute decrees, without 
the neceſſity of ſatisfaction or atonement; 
and upon faith without works. 

Such is the moderation with which I would 
adviſe you to treat all thoſe who may diſſent 


from the precepts or doctrines of the Church, 


in which it is your happy lot to bear a part 
of its miniſtry ; yet not to give way to the 


ſeducers of your peaple, or ſuffer them, as 


far as you can prevent it, to reach for do&!rines 
things that they know not. But the circum- 


ſtances of the times in which we live, will 


ſhew you the neceſſity of acquiring ſome 


knowledge in theſe controverſial points: and 


for your information in theſe, that you may 


not be at a loſs to know where you may find 
it, I muſt refer you more eſpecially to the 
careful reading of a book, which no young 


divine 


(58 ] 
divine ought to be ignorant of, I mean what 
is commonly called, the London caſes, becauſe 
it was compoſed of eſſays, written by a ſet 
of divines of London, with an intent of re- 
covering thoſe to the Church of England 
who diſſent from it; comprehending both 
the Proteſtant diſſenters and the Papiſts. If 
the original compilation is not to be had, it 
is uſefully abridged by Dr. Bennet, under the 
title of, an anſwer to the Diſſenters Pleas for 
ſeparation : or, an abridgment of the London 
Cafes. 200 . 

Beſides theſe neceſſary branches of ſacred 
literature which I have already pointed out to 
you, beginning with the ſtudy of the Holy 
Scriptures, which muſt be carried on through- 
out the whole of your diligent enquiries, to- 

- gether with that ſpeculative knowledge and 


4 polemical diſquiſitions, which are founded 
3 upon them, and can be underſtood by the 
. help of them alone, explained as they are 
4 by the ſeveral commentators, which you may 
2 have an opportunity of conſulting, or as you 
3 may ſee the liſt of them comprized in one 
. view in thoſe incomparable volumes of Poo/'s 


3 Synopſis; beſide theſe, I ſay, you will now 
© underſtand, that your knowledge, as you 
| are 


* 

are a ſteward of the myſtery of godlineſs, is 
not yet complete, unleſs you add to them the 
further knowledge of oral or practical di- 
vinity: for this is the ſubſtance of your pub- 
lic miniſtry, and, indeed, the ultimate deſign 
of its inſtitution; not only to vindicate the 
doctrines, but likewiſe to enforce the pre- 
cepts of its firſt divine teacher. Give at- 
tendance, ſays St. Paul to his fon Timothy, to 
reading, to exhortation, to doftrine. 

You will confider, when you undertake the 


paſtoral charge, that a more folemn or im- 
portant truſt cannot be committed to your 


care. It is no leſs a buſineſs than to teach 


rational creatures how they may beſt ſerve or 


worſhip the great God of the univerſe; and 
to guide immortal ſouls in the right way to 
their future eternal happineſs. Such ſubject 
matters will not admit of a pompous levity, 
or a lukewarm indiftcrence ; much leſs will 
a ſuperticial knowledge of the ſacred writ- 


ings, which delineate this rule of life, enable 


you to comprehend, or explain to others, the 


{ſeveral arguments, perſuaſives, and motives : 
to obedience, which will be the rule of God's 


judgments.— But this topic will require a 
ſeparate conſideration. | | 
LETTER 
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LETTER IV. 


Vov know what our Saviour ſays, Every 
ſeribe who is inſtructed unto the kingdom of 
Heaven; or, with Ezra, would prepare his 
heart to teach in Iſrael, 1, or ought to be, 
like unto a man that is an houſholder, Who 
 bringeth forth out of his treaſures things new 
and old. Such is the fund which is neceſ- 
fary for the ſkilful preacher, who is not only 
to point out to his hearers the diſtinct branches 
. of duty, but to urge them from ſundry mo- 
tives the moſt intereſting, and in divers man- 
ners the moſt impreſſive; adapting his diſ- 
courſes, in the plaineſt terms, to the various 
circumſtances, tempers, and apprehenſions 
of the people; not merely to pleaſe, but to 
edify them; applying ſometimes to their rea- 
ſon, and ſometimes to their paſſions, with a 
diſcretion that may not offend the weak, or 
give advantage to the captious; but with an 
earneſtneſs ſpringing from his own native 
feelings, that may carry every doctrine home 
to the hearts of both, and fix it there. 
I think 


I think that Mr. Addiſon ſays ſomewhere 
in his SpecZator, that a young man at his 
firſt beginning had better preach a good ſer- 


mon of another's than an inferior one of 


his own: and Biſhop Burnet, in his Paſtoral. 


Care, gives the ſame advice. I may grant 
this with ſome limitation; but if it be ex- 
tended too far, it will become the fruitful 
ſource of idleneſs and ignorance. If a young 
man will ſatisfy himſelf with ſuch a notion 
at large, becauſe it comes from ſo great an 
authority, he will be apt to give himſelf no 
pains in a buſineſs which he will ſuſpect may 


leſſen his credit rather than raiſe it; for to 


what purpoſe, will he ſay, ſhall I try to exert 


my own abilities, when I may avail myſelf 


with better ſucceſs of the abilities of others? 
All this is plauſible enough, but it will de- 


ceive you. The Biſhop thinks this adviſable | 


only for a time, till the young Clergyman 
is become capable of compoling for himſelf. 
But when will this be? for the misfortune 


is, that it may, and probably will, diſqualify 


him for this; for, after having accuſtomed 


himſelf to this lazy way of furniſhing him 


ſelf with the neceſſary materials for the diſ- 
charge of his weekly duty, it is a queſtion 
So whether 
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whether he will ever bring himſelf, either by 


_. inclination or improvement, to compoſe 
at all. ED 


Nothing but an early application to the 
rules and examples of good writing of any 
kind can acquire the habit either of ſtyle or 
manner; much leſs is the true pulpit-lan- 
guage as difficult as any other to be gained, 
but by a diligent attention to the manner, 


and a prudent imitation of ſtyle in thoſe who 
have excelled in their performances of this 
kind. Butif you will content yourſelf with 
barely tranſcribing, without attempting to 
imitate thoſe, whom you may with the ut- 
moſt propriety chooſe for the models of your 


own practice, there, I am afraid, you will 
ſtop; you will loſe the whole exerciſe of 


invention, and with that, the art of inven- 


tion itſelf : and it will be well if you do not, 
through mere indolence, impair the faculties, 
which, for want of employment, will con- 
tract a ruſt. 

When I adviſe you to imitate the beſt 
writers you can chooſe, I do not mean that 
you-ſhould become a ſervile plagiary, though 
your imitation may ſometimes be cloſe. He 
who has always been accuſtomed to walk 
with 


8.1 

with crutches, will ſcarcely ever be able to 
move without them; and he who habituates 
himſelf to pick out not only the words and 
phraſes, but whole detached ſentences from va- 
rious authors to make up his own compoſition, 
will cramp the uſe of imagination and judg- 

ment, till he is not able to form one ſenti- 
ment different from what he finds. Never= 
theleſs, imitation is the end of reading the 
beſt authors; for thig, will lead you into the 
ſame train of reaſoning and expreſſion with 

them, and at length make it your own. 
It was the opinion of a very good judge in in 
this matter, (I think it was Dr. Waterland |} 
that when a young Clergyman firſt ſets him- 


ſelf about compoſing a ſermon, he ſhould | 7 
read carefully, perhaps more than once, te 
moſt approved writer upon the ſubject age 
has choſen, and then laying the book aſide, try | * 
to recollect as much as he can for his own ule, 27 
which he will ſometimes exprels in the very 7 
words, and ſometimes in the ſenſe only of - IN 
his pattern. This cuſtom, frequently re- #0 
peated upon different ſubjects, will bring 7 
him into a habit of thinking as his author 46 : 
thinks; and, in time, of putting thoſe 4 ; 
thoughts into his own words; till at length, 5 0 


I 64. ] 
he will be able to form both his own ſenti- 
ments and his own method into what may 
be called an original compoſition. 


Some have thought that the abridging of 


ſermons might teach young men to think 
afterwards for themſelves. But this is ſo 


very near to tranſcribing wholly, that I be- 


lieve it would be attended with the ſame con- 
ſequences. There is, however, one method, 
not totally different from it, which a friend 
of mine once told me that he found great 


benefit from in his early days; and that was, 


by taking the heads of a diſcourſe, and fill- 
ing them up for himſelf: and, indeed, thus 
far I have often thought, that if a /yllabus 


was made of the beſt ſermons, by thus 


taking the heads of each, it would be an 
uſeful work for the aſſiſtance of a young be- 
ginner ; for it would ſupply him not only 
with method, but with matter, for his 
thoughts to work upon. 

It is certainly worth a young man's while 


to take ſome pains in this matter; for he 


muſt know from what he hears continually, 


that whenever any one who truſts wholly to 


the labours of another, is detected in uſing 
them, he foricits his credit as a ſcholar among 


al! 


— 


e 
all ranks of hearers; and is ever after ac- 
counted no better than an idle and ignorant 
perſon, unable of himſelf to ſupport the cha- 


rater which he has aſſumed; for diſgrace 


immediately follows upon detection, and an 
incapacity of doing good upon diſgrace. It 
generally fares with this ſort of thieves, ſays 
an excellent writer, (Rapin upon the eloquence 
of the Pulpit) © as with all others, they ſel- 


| dom leave off till they are diſcovered and 


brought to ſhame.” 


This is the general opinion of the world 
about it, and even the Clergy themſelves will 


not- ſpare the indolent offender ; for this idea 


of ignorance and idleneſs is perpetually at- 


tached to the practice. In a country- con- 


gregation, indeed, it is allowable to take 
this liberty at times, leſt the young beginner 


ſhould be hurried too faſt in preparing for 
his conſtant ſupply. But he muſt not wholly 


indulge himſelf in this, or truſt too much to 


what may be put into his hands by another, 


who has been furniſhed perhaps with his 
materials, as wzrranted originals, by the de- 


ceitful- friendſhip of a third, as ignorant of 
what he communicates as himſelt. If ever 


he be called forth into public, as is the lot 


F | of 
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of moſt men at ſome time or other of his 


life, he is betrayed by the civility of his 


friend; or if ever his good fortune ſhould 


throw a beneficial ſituation in his way, where 


he ſhall meet with a popular audience, which 


generally conſiſts of ſome who have made 
themſelves converſant in this kind of read- 
ing, he muſt either run the hazard of a diſ- 
covery, which will mar his reputation, and 
hurt his feelings, or he muſt decline, through 


a conſciouſneſs of this deficiency, now not to 


be repaired, an offer that might have ſettled 
him with advantage in the world. It is good, 


therefore, for a young man to be prepared in 
time for either of theſe emergencies, which 
may happen when he leaſt expected it; and 
that can be only by habituating himſelf from 
the firſt to ſuch an employment as requires 
time and diligence before it can be "_ 
to any tolerable perfection. 

This early application to the work of com- 
poſition, muſt ſtill be attended with ſome 
prudential caution ; for though it muſt be 
begun without loſs of time, yet it muſt be 
carried on with deliberation and care. The 
plaineſt language is the beſt; but yet every 
word muſt be proper and fignificant, leſt it 
either 


"1 


either ſoar into bombaſt, or ſink into vul- 


gariſm ; and if once you ſhould become in- 


different about the choice of your words, or 


the mode of expreſſion, it will be the moſt 
difficult thing in the world to leave off a 
careleſs manner of writing when you have 


once been accuſtomed to it. 


Since imitation will beſt enable you to 
write well, perhaps it may not be amiſs to 
point out to you whom you had beſt propoſe 


| for your patterns, according to the different 
| plans, equally uſeful, which you may lay 
down for yourſelf in your different exerciſes 
of exhortation or dotrine. If you mean, by 


way of exordium, to explain your text, as it 
is connected with the context, you cannot 


conſult any better guide for this purpoſe than 
Dr. Clarke, in his ſermons of ten volumes; 


for his {kill in the ſtyle and phraſeology of 


the Scriptures was ſuperior to that of moſt 
men, and therefore“ his way of explaining 


them by collecting and comparing together 


all the parallel places truly relating to any 


ſubject, was fo extraordinary and convincing, 
that ſuch a delight and ſatisfaction went with 
it, as more than made amends for the defect 


of moving the paſſions, for which he was 


N ſenſible 


WF 
ſenfible he had no talent.“ Biſhop Hoadley" 8 
Life of him prefixed to his Sermon. 
H you with to divide the ſubject- matter 
of your diſcourſe in the moſt methodical way, 
which is always the beſt means of being in- 
telligible, and will prevent the too common 
fault of blending different ſentiments together | 
in one confuſed ſtrain of elegy-writing, take 
Archbiſhop Tillozfon'for your pattern. Where 
he does not ſubdivide too much, which might 
be owing to the faſhion of the time, he gives 
you a full and comprehenfive view of every 
thing that could be ſuggeſted upon the topics 
of which he is treating. This makes his 
method clear, and his ideas diſtinct; his lan- 
guage is eaſy and yet elegant; perhaps, there- 
fore, elegant, becauſe it is eaſy; his ſenti- 
ments are delivered in the moſt delicate fim- 
plicity; his reaſoning is forcible, but not 
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expreſſions ; and not a word in his diction 
that you can ſay is unbecoming, or beneath 
the digtity of the Pulpit. 

If your aim is to move the paſſions, which 
is in general by far the moſt uſeful way of 
: preachin g, becauſe it is the moſt impreſſive, 
— . you 


C, 
II 
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you cannot do better than to make Biſhop 
Beveridge the model of your diſcourſes. It 
is his cuſtom to urge every duty ſo much 
home upon the conſcience, and to deſcribe 
every fin ſo much in its native deformity, 


recommending the one upon the ſeripture- 
motives of happineſs, and diſſuading from the 


other upon the ſcripture- terrors of miſery, 


that it is impoſſible not to attend to his fami- 


liar but nervous language, in the fame ſpirit 


of unfeigned piety with which the author 


always thought and wrote. 
Next to theſe, I muſt recommend Dr. 


1 Rogers, as a very eminent pattern of purity 


of language and ſound divinity, as he him- 


ſelf had made the great Mr. Hooker his own 
| pattern for ſtrength of argument and clear 


reaſoning upon every article of Eccleſiaſtical 
diſcipline, or Scripture-doctrine. 
But it would be endleſs to mention all the 


excellent writers of ſermons with which the 


Engliſh nation has abounded for a century 


paſt and more; I will therefore only add an- 
other to the liſt, omitting thoſe who are {till 


alive, leſt it ſhould appear, by naming them, 


to be ſomewhat of adulation. If then, you 
would improve yourſelf {till further in the 
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181 
truly inſtructive, pious, and pathetic manner 
of writing, with the peculiar eaſineſs of ex- 
preſſion, perſpicuity of ſtyle, and ſtrength of 
perſuaſion, which the Scripture holds forth 
as the unerring exemplar of Pulpit-eloquence, 
you will do well to make yourſelf thoroughly 
converſant in the numerous ſermons of the 
late worthy Archbiſhop Secker, who had the 
happy art of exhauſting every ſubje& he un- 
dertook to write upon, with an unparelleled 
ſimplicity of genuine devotion, which pleaſed 
all ranks of men, and which does honour 
both to his head and his heart. 

But I would rather have you take the cha- 
racter of this admired preacher from the 
words of his learned editors, who have done 
juſtice to both, in the life which they have 
prefixed to his works. Few ever poſſeſſed 
in a higher degree the rare talent of touching 
on the moſt delicate ſubjects with the niceſt 
_ propriety and decorum; of ſaying the moſt 
familiar things without being low, the plain- 
eſt without being feeble, the boldeſt without 
giving offence. —His preaching was, at the 
ſame time, highly rational, and truly evan- 

gelical. He explained with perſpicuity, he 
Alſerted with dignity, the peculiar characte- 
riſtic- 
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riſtie - doctrines of the Goſpel. He incul- 


cated the utility, the neceſſity of them, not 
merely as ſpeculative truths, but as actual 


inſtruments of moral goodneſs, tending to 
purify the hearts, and regulate the lives of 


men; and thus, by God's gracious appoint- 
ment, as well as by the inſeparable connec- 


tion betwixt true faith and right practice, 


leading men to ſalvation.” 

* Theſe important truths he taught with 
the authority, the tenderneſs, the familiarity, 
of a parent inſtructing his children. Though 


he neither poſſeſſed nor affected the artificial 


eloquence of an orator, who wants only to 
amuſe or to miſlead; yet he had that of an 
honeſt man who wants to convince, of a 
Chriſtian preacher who wants to reform and 
to fave thoſe that hear him. Solid argument, 


manly ſenſe, uſeful directjons, ſhort, nervous, 


ſtriking ſentences, awakening queſtions, fre- 
quent and pertinent applications of Scripture, 


all theſe following each other in quick ſuc- 
ceſſion, and coming evidently from the 


ſpeaker's heart, enforced by his elocution, his 
figure, his action, and above all by the cor- 
reſponding ſanctity of his example, ſtamped 
conviction on the minds of his hearers, and 
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ſent them home with impreſſions not eaſy to 


be effaced. Accompanicd as his ſermons 
were with al the advantages of his delivery, 
it will appear, that the applauſe they met with, 


was founded no leſs on the matter they con- 


tained, than the manner in which they were 
ſpoken.” | 
For the manner of clocution is 3 


very material part of the preacher's care. It 


is a maxim in oratory, as old, if not older 


than the time of Tully, that if you would 
have your audience affected by what you ſay, 
you muſt firſt appear to be affected by it 


yourſelf, Whatever does not ſeem to come 


from the heart of the ſpeaker will never reach 
the heart of the hearer. For this purpoſe 


it is not enough that you pronounce every 
ſentence diſtinctly, but you muſt endeavour 


to lay a proper emphaſis, upon every word in 


that ſentence. This you will be the moſt 


likely to do, when the compoſition is your 


own: you will preach, and not merely read 


it; and it may be eaſily diſcovered, when it 
is not your own, by this criterion. It is 


true, that the natural endowments of a good 


voice, and a quick car, are required for ac- 


compliſhing a good ſpeaker, in this reſpect; 


but 


9 Þ 
but a great deal may be done with a mode- 
rate ſhare of each. 

True pronunciation confilts; in ſpeaking the 


words properly, in ſpeaking them diſtinctly, 


and in putting ſuch a ſtreſs upon each, as 
they require, Now all this may be done, 


though the preacher is not ſo happy as to 


command a melodious voice, or a muſical 


ear. For he who ſtrives diligently with the 


natural powers he has, to accompliſh thus 


much, will ſcarcely fail of becoming, in 


time, by enforcing his diſcourſes with a pious 


perſuaſive earneſtneſs, (which is in the power 


of moſt people) an uſeful preacher, and by a 


devout and pathetic manner, added to a 
| Chriſtian zeal for the improvement of his 


flock, (which all may gain if they will) may 
atone, in full meaſure, for the want of his 
n endowments. 

Where theſe are deſective, or 3 ws 

not brilliant, ſome pains are requiſite to re- 
| move the impediments; but it may be done, 
If we may believe hiſtory, Demgſibenes, the 
moſt celebrated orator in the Atherzap court, 


had ſome which he contrived by a conſtant 


attention to ſubdue. And the Chriſtan. orator, 
too, may be able to Jupply the fame defi- 


ciencies, 
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ciencies, in a great degree, by a grave and 
ſolemn addreſs to the feelings of his audience; 
neither too precipitate, nor too tedious; nei- 
ther rapturous nor canting; neither pompous 
nor groveling: but yet, it may be vigorous 


and forcible, as ſuch it will always command 


attention, and that will engage the affections 
of his hearers in his favour ; they will be 
convinced that he is in earneſt; that he fin- 
cerely believes the doctrines which he wiſhes 


them to believe; and that his inſtructions are 


therefore the reſult of a ſincere concern for 
their welfare. The effefual, fervent preach- 
ing of ſuch an one, will avail muck. 

If thoſe who have the education of youth 
would beſtow a little pains in modulating 


their voices to a proper tone, when they re- 
peat their leſſons, more eſpecially in the 


proſe-claſſics; and accuſtom them to ſpeak 


their themes and declamations in the open 


ſchool, with a becoming accent of voice, ac- 
cording to the different punctuation of ſen- 
tences, and with an agreeable cadence, I am 


_ perſuaded that the art of ſpeaking in public 


would be attended with leſs difficulty, and 
young men would appear to better advantage 
than is often found; for here all the miſchicf 

y | begins. 


C33: 4 


begins. Nevertheleſs, if this ſhould be neg- 


lected, as it is too often, there is, however, 


another method whereby nature may be 
greatly aſſiſted, which is in every one's 


power to manage for himſelf, and will prove 


ſerviceable in more reſpects than one. I mean 


that you ſhould accuſtom yourſelf to repeat 
your own compoſition aloud in your ſtudy, 


before you deliver it in public, with as great 
careful attention to your manner of ſpeaking 


correctly, as if your whole congregation 
heard you at the time. This practice, in 
which you may ſtop and correct yourſelf when 


you are inadvertently flipping into an impro- 


per way, will bring you by degrees to ſome 


exactneſs, as well as caſineſs in pronouncing ; 
and will help you, which is by no means 
inconſiderable, to fill up your ſentences in 
2 manner ſuitable .to your delivery, that 


a proper ſtreſs may be laid upon each 


Rt as well as upon the whole of the pe- 
riod. | 


Theſe che which I have dwelt upon 


thus much, may at firſt ſight appear to be 
of little conſequence; but, upon weighing 


them well, you may find them to be conſi- 


derable: they are, indeed, ſo conſiderable, as 


to 
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to have employed the thoughts of ſome 
writers of eminence, eſpecially, among others, 


| Rapin, upon the Eloquence of the Pulpit ; and 


Biſhop Burnet, in the ninth chapter of his 

Paſtoral Care. In truth, all the good effects 

of preaching will depend upon them. 
Strong meat, ſays the Apoſtle, belongeth to 


them that are of full age, even thoſe, ha by 


reaſon of uſe have their ſenſes exerciſed ta diſ- 
cern bath good and evil: but he who is a babe 
in Chriſt and unſilful in the word of righte- 
ouſneſs, muſt be fed with milk, and not with 
frong meat. Therefore, to apply this, be- 


ſides the duty of preaching, which is prin- 
_ Cipally deſigned for the edification of the 


people at large, there is another office of 
your public function, which muſt by no 
means be neglected or omitted. I mean 


the inſtruction of the younger part of your 


charge, by catechiſing them. It is a duty 
commanded by God himſelt in ſeveral places 
of Scripture; and accordingly, in the pri- 
mitive times of Chriſtianity, every church 


had an officer called the catechiſt, whoſe ſole 

buſineſs it was to inſtru the catechumens, 
or children of believing parents, who were ad- 
mitted as fuch as ſoon as they were capable of 


being 


Ws 
being inſtructed in the firſt rudiments. a 
fundamental doctrines and duties of religion. 


This duty has ſince devolved upon every 


pariſh- prieſt; and a form of catechiſm has 
been drawn up in the plaineſt and ſimpleſt 
terms that could be deviſed, for the compre- 


henſion and memory of thoſe who were to 


receive and learn, which be the firft principles 
of the oracles of God? In this reſpe&, our 
Church-catechiſm is univerſally allowed to 
be the beſt that ever was compoſed from the 


days of Cyril to this time; ſo admirably well 


calculated is it, by its familiar mode of queſ- 
tions and anſwers, for the purpoſe, that even 
the youngeſt children may fix it in their me- 
mory ; and yet ſo full in the explanation of 
its doctrines and duties, that the more aged 
may find in it all things neceſſary to be known 
and practiſed in order to falvation. 

The Rubric only directs * that the Curate 
of every pariſh ſhall diligently upon Sundays 
and Holidays, after the ſecond leſſon, at the 
Evening prayer, openly in the church, in- 
ſtruct and examine ſo many children of his 


pariſh ſent unto him, as he ſhall think con- 


venient, in ſome part of the Catechiſm.” 
But the ſixty-ninth canon enjoins © every 
_ Parſon, 
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Parſon, Vicar, or Curate, upon every Sun- 
day and Holiday, to teach and inſtru the 
youth and ignorant perſons of his pariſh in 
the Catechiſm, under pain of a ſharp reproof 
for the firſt omiſſion, ſuſpenſion for the ſe- 
cond, and excommunication for the third.“ 


The Rubric is too vague, and the Canon too 


rigid. The circumſtances of each pariſh muſt 
determine the Miniſter how to a& in this 


reſpect. During the ſummer months it may 
be practiſed in every pariſh; and if, as is the 
caſe in many places, there be a ſermon on 


one part of the day, and prayers only on the 
other, it will have its good eſſect, if on this 


part, he will add a ſhort expoſition of the 
Catechiſm, which will explain the meaning 
of its ſeveral articles, not only to the chil- 


dren, but to others; and may be the means 
of drawing more people to their attendance 


on the prayers, which, we well know, are 
too much neglected when there is nothing 


elſe accompanying them. — If there be ſer- 
mons on both parts of the day, as is uſual in 
the larger pariſhes, it may be more conve- 
nient when the days are long, to introduce 
this religious exerciſe towards the evening, 
which may inſtil into their minds a more 

| devout 


! 
devout ſenſe of the Sabbath-day, and keep 
many, even of the older people, from ſpend- 


ing the latter part of this day in idleneſs and 


diſſipation: as, in general, the Sunday-ſchools 
are an excellent preſervative againſt the idle- 
neſs of the younger, an inſtitution which, it 
is to be hoped, every Clergyman will encou- 
rage as much as he can; if you would fur- 
niſh yourſelf with materials for this under- 

taking, you will do well to conſult Archbi- 
ſhop Wales expoſition of the Catechiſm, for 
your Scripture-proofs, and take Archbiſhop 


Secker's incomparable lectures for your con- 
ſtant model. 
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LETTER V. 


Upo N your entering into Prieſt's Orders, 
you are permitted, according to the cuſtom 
of the Church, to pronounce the Ab/o/utim 
following the Confe in, which is ordered by 


the Rubric to be pronounced by the Priz/ 
alone. Not that I underſtand this, as ſome 
have, in contradiſtinction to the word Mi- 
niſter, which was uſed before; for they are 


promiſcuouſly uſed in the different Rubrics: 
and in the very next Rubric, the ſame perſon 
who is called Prieſt here is called Miniſter. 
But it means only that the Prieſt is to pro- 
nounce it by himſelf, and the people are not 


to join with him in repeating it, as they did 
in the confeſſion, For whether this abſolu- 


tion be dec/arative, as ſome underitand it, or 
effefrve, as others, yet as it is plainly a meſ- 
ſage from God to the people by the mouth 


of his ſervant, the people are to hear and 


receive it as ſuch, but not to repeat after the 
Miniſter what it 1s his peculiar province to 
deliver to to them. 


"TW? 

From this direction alone then, it does not 
appear that there is any other reaſon beſides 
cuſtom, to reſtrain the Deacon from uſing it 
as well as the Prieſt. And, indeed, this was 


allowed formerly without any reſtriction; for, 


from the times of Edward and Elizabeth, to 
the time of William and Mary, the word 
Miniſter was uſed in this Rubric ; and to 
ſhew that the compilers of the Liturgy in- 
tended no diſtinction of orders, it was deter- 
mined in the proceedings of the Eccleſiaſ- 
tical Commiſſioners, in 1689, That the 
Abſolution may be read by a Deacon, and 
that the word Prieſt, in the Rubric, ſhould 
be changed into Miniſter. Howbeit, no 
great hurt can follow from ſuch a reſtraint, 
provided it is not meant by it to give any 
excluſive power to the Prieſt, as if he were 


| able of himſelf to abſolve his people from 


their fins abſolutely and decidedly, whenever 


he ſhall think fit. The Proteſtant Church 


diſclaims all ſuch power; and if our enemies 
would lay it to our charge, as they are apt 
to do, from ſuch a cnſtom as this, or from 
| any thing contained in the words of our form, 

an explanation of both, as we underſtand it, 
| may ſerve to remove the charge. 
G There 


( 82 J 
There are three forms of abſolution to be 
found in the ſervice of our Common-Prayer : 
the firſt is this in the daily Morning Service; 
the ſecond is uſed in the Viſitation of the 
Sick; and the third, at the Communion. All 
theſe ſeveral forms, if we examine them 
fairly, are in ſenſe and ſtrictneſs of expreſ- 
fion the ſame. In the firſt it runs thus:— 
* Almighty God hath given power and com- 
mandment to his Miniſters to declare and pro- 
nounce to his people, being penitent, the 
abſolution and remiſſion of their fins; He 
pardoneth and abſolveth all them,” &. No 
words can well expreſs in ſtronger language 
the nature of that commiſſion which is dele- 
gated to the Miniſter by virtue of his office 
in behalf of thoſe who come within the terms 
of forgiveneſs, which are declared to be re- 
pentance and faith. —_ 
If a Prince ſhould grant an authority to 
any one of his ſervants to releaſe a penitent 
criminal out of priſon in his name, it is the 
fame, in effect, as to the priſoner's diſcharge, 
whether he be told that he is releaſed by vir- 
= tue of a ſpecial commiſſion, under the hand 
3 and ſeal of the Prince, who has impowered 
8 him to ſay, that © be releaſes him; or whe- 
2 1. ar * Hop ther 
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whether it be thus expreſſed ; © The Prince 


pardon and releaſe you, according to his pro- 


| miſe,” which will comprehend all the three 
forms; for they all amount to no more than 


this: © May Almighty God pardon you by 


; expreſs and explain it: © Almighty God par- 


| Whoſe fins ye remit, they are remitted: ſome- 


| Biſhop Sparrow's Rationale upon the Com- 
mon Prayer. 
MNothing can be more cautiouſly worded 
than the form of general abſolution is: for 
it is throughout in the name of God; and 
| the Prieſt has no other part in it than to de- 


| pardon and abſolve all thoſe that truly repent, 


| alone, who knoweth the heart, can judge; 
and will not, nay cannot, transfer this pre- 


cr 1 rogative 


ther it is ſaid, I am authoriſed upon ſuch and 
ſuch conditions to fay, ſtill in purſuance of 
| the ſame commiſſion, © I releaſe you:“ or 


me.” For thus the Greek church, from 
which the forms are borrowed, was uſed to 


don you, by me his unworthy ſervant;” or, 
; « Lord, pardon him, for thou haſt faid, 


| times expreſſing, and always including God's 
| commiſſion to his delegated vicegerent.—See 


clre and pronounce that it is God who will 


and believe his holy Goſpel, of which God 
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rogative to another. It is therefore entirely 
out of the queſtion to ſuppoſe that any man 


can take this authonity to himſelf, or mean 


any more by that which is delegated to him, 


than a declaratory explanation of God's pur- 
poſe towards repenting ſinners. Accord- 


ingly, in the latter part of this form of 
abſolution, to ſhew that the Prieſt does not 
take any more upon himſelf by virtue of 
his office than ſuch a declaration to be con- 


veyed through him, a precatory ſentence is 
added in his own behalf, as well as that of 
the people, that God, in whoſe name he 
had been ſpeaking, would grant both him 


and them true repentance. and his holy Spirit, 
that they may not, by returning to their 


former fins, forfeit the. bleſſing of the fore- 


going promiſe from heaven. But ſurely this 
would have been improperly added, if, as 
Mr. Wheatley contends, it had been meant 


to be efefive. For if it were effective, 
by pray after it, that it might not be for- 


feited? And if it may be forfeited, how 
could it be effective? It was plainly, there- 


fore, underſtood to be only, declaratory, and 


as ſuch we may {till pray that we might be 
aſſiſted 


\Y 
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aſſiſted by the holy Spirit of God to make 
it effectual by our own conduct. 


You will ſay, then, where is the neceſſity 


of ordaining Prieſts, if this cuſtomary diſ- 
tinction, as far as it relates to the reading or 


not reading the form of Abſolution, be re- 


removed? I anſwer, for the adminiſtration 


of the Euchariſt; unleſs you ſuppoſe that 


the words in the ordination of Prieſts, © Re- 


ceive ye the Holy Ghoſt,” &c. conveys ſome 
authority in this reſpe& to the Prieſt, ſupe- 
| rior to that which had been given to the 
Deacon: but if this, even in the firſt ages 
of the Church, meant no more than a mi- 
niſterial or judicial authority (as might eaſily 
be proved, if we would enter into that con- 
troverſy, concerning the power of the Keys it 
can then relate only to declaratory abſolution 
in one caſe, or to reconciliation to the 


Church, after its cenſures had paſſed upon a 


delinquent, but now remitted jn the other. 


The great difference between the offices of 
Deacon and Prieſt conſiſts in the conſecra- 
tion of the elements of the Lord's Supper, 


For it was never allowed to Deacons to con- 
ſecrate the Euchariſt, but only to diſtribute 


it, The author of the Con/titutions, © ap- 
ES © points 
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points the Biſhop, if he be preſent, to de- 
liver the bread to every communicant, ſaying, 


the Body of Chriſt; and the Deacon, in like 
manner, to deliver the cup, ſaying, the Blood 


/ Chriſt, the Cup of Life.” (Conſtit. Apoſt. 
I. 8. c. 13.) The Council of Nice, (Can. 
18.) ſays expreſsly, © the Deacons had no 
power to offer, meaning to conſecrate, for 
that it was the proper office of Preſbyters.” 


Herein is the great difference between Prieſts 


and Deacons, and ſtill makes that function 
neceſſary to be entered upon, whether theſe 
be allowed to read the Abſolution or not.”— 
Beſides this, they were never allowed to be 


inſtituted to any eccleſiaſtical preferment, 


where the cure of ſouls is annexcd. —But 


this by the bye. 


In the office for the 7; if tation of the Sick, 


the expreſſion is ſtronger, and the exerciſe 
of the power ſeems to be made more perſonal. 
Buy his (our Lord Jeſus Chriſt's) authority 


committed to me, I abſolve thee of all thy 


fins.” But in this Mr. J/heatley himſelf 
confeſſes that the power of the Prieſt is only 


miniſterial. For that this form of abſolution 
is only deſigned to remit to the penitent the 


cenſures that might be inflicted by the Church 


upon 
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upon his ſins, is evidently inferred from the 
expreſſions in the Collect that is appointed to 
be uſed immediately after it. For, in that 
prayer the penitent is ſaid ſtill moſt earneſtly 
to deſire pardon and forgiveneſs; which ſurely 
there could be no occaſion to do, if he had 
been actually pardoned and forgiven by God, 
by virtue of the abſolution pronounced be- 
a 1 
We meet with this formulary, I abſolve 
thee,” no where but in this office, where it 
zs evident that it relates only to private fins, 
cConfeſſed privately to the Miniſter for which 
| the Rubric orders abfolution to be given in 


this form; ſo that it ſeems beſt to reſolve 


this too into a declarative or conditional ab- 
ſolution, which has been well explained by 


the example of the legal Prieſts, who are 


faid to cleanſe the leper, by declaring him to 
be clean*, * Not,” as St. Ferom ſays, 
G 46: that 


» Dr. Macknight, in his Preliminary Eſſays to his tranſ- 


lation of the Apoſtolical Epiſtles, has an excellent critical 


obſervation much to this purpoſe, which well explains the 
meaning of the Levitical law, and the power of the 


prieſt, 4 4Five verbs,” ſays he, © in ſome caſes, were 


uſed by the Hebrews to expreſs, not the doing of the thing 


ſaid to be done, but ſimply, the declaring that it is done, 


or, 
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« that the Prieſts made them leprous or un- 
clean, but becauſe they had the power of 
judging who were leprous or not leprous, 
and might diſcern who were clean or un- 
Clean. As therefore the Prieſt makes the 
leper clean or unclean; ſo here the Biſhop or 
Preſbyter binds or looſes; not making them 
innocent or guilty, but according to the tenor 
of his office, when he hears the diſtinction 
of ſins or ſinners, he knows who is to be 
bound, or who to be looſed.” 5: 

Now this form, I abſolve thee,” is un- 
derſtood to be no other than the declara- 
tory abſolution upon a ſpecial and particular 
caſe, when a man having confeſſed his fins, 
and given ſigns and indications of a true re- 
pentance, the Miniſter declares to him, that 
as far as he can judge by the rule of God's 
word his repentance is true; and therefore 
by virtue thereof he declares him abſolved by 
God; but if there be any alluſion or deceit 
in the man's heart, Wien no mortal can 


. -* 3g 


or, that it ſhall be done. Thus, both i in 1 deen and 
in the Scptuagint tranſlation of Levit. xiii. 6, 8, 11, &c. 
the prieſt is ſaid to cleanſe and to pollute. But the meaning 
evidently is, that after due examination, he is to declare 
the perſon «av or pollyted." Prel. Eſſays, p. 75. 


judge 
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judge of, then, notwithſtanding this favour- 
able ſentence, and judgment of the Prieſt, 
God will judge him over again, and reQify 


the error of the keys by his unerring judg- 


ment. Bingbam's App. to the 8th vol. of 
his Antiquities. 


' I think there can be no doubt about the 
meaning of that abſolution which we meet 
with in the Communion Service; it is evi- 


dently precatory, and is put into the form of 


a prayer to ſhew that this is an ingredient | 


which always accompanies all kinds of abſo- 
lution, whether they be declaratory, impreca- 


tory, or applicatory, as they are diſtinguiſhed 


by writers upon this ſubject ; for all theſe are 
_ equally exerciſed by virtue of power and 
authority communicated by God to his am- 
baſſadors as the miniſters of reconcihation under 


him. Only in all theſe abſolutions they muſt 


obſerve, that the efficacy of them depends 
upon certain rules or conditions, without 


which their abſolution will avail nothing in 
the court of Heaven, and they are 0 


ance and amendment. 


In the Communion- ſervice, the form of : 
abſolution is a plain and direct prayer for 


pardon and forgivenels. The Prieſt inter- 
cedes 
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cedes for thoſe who acknowledge and be- 
wail their manifold fins and wickedneſs; who 
do carneſtly repent and are heartily ſorry for 
their miſdoings; the remembrance of which 
is grievous unto them, and the burthen of 
them upon their conſciences is intolerable :” 


who therefore pray unto the moſt ** merci- 


ful Father to have mercy upon them; that 


for his ſon Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, he would : 


forgive them all that is paſt, and grant that 
they may ever hereafter ſerve and pleaſe him 
in newneſs of life.” This cannot well be 
miſtaken : for this confeſſion and this prayer 


the Prieſt is directed to purſue in another, 
which conſiſts partly of a declaration of God's 


promiſes to pardon true penitent finners, and 
partly of an interceſſion with God for actual 

pardon to theſe particular ſinners, who ſeem 
to be thus earneſt in petitioning for it upon 


the Goſpel-terms, and for whom accord- 
ingly he then makes his application and ad- 
dreſs to the throne of grace; which inter- 


ceſſion with God for ſinners of this deſcrip- 


tion was always looked upon as the principal 


act of ſacerdotal power in the buſineſs of evan- 


gelical abſolution. And yet, when the Prieſt 


intercedes with God for theſe things, he is 
| aid, 


K 
ſaid, in his way, to give abſolution and bleſ- 
ſing; becauſe it is the means in the hand of 


man whereby God is pleaſed to derive and 
ſend down the bleſſing of his abſolution upon 


his penitent and devout worſhippers. For 
they are the conditions of the Goſpel, with- 


out which ſalvation is not to be obtained; 


and therefore God's promiſes of pardon are 


thus declared to us, and applied to our ſouls, 
in order to excite our hopes, invigorate our 


faith, and engage us the more effectually to 


a ſincere repentance and holy obedience. 
If we conſider the whole in this light, 


which I take to be the true one, thoſe who 


difſent from us, upon this account among 


others, muſt acknowledge, that this ſtum-_ 
bling- block at leaſt will be removed; and 


when we are told, as we are continually, that 


we aſſume an authority which both they and 


Ve reprobate in the practice of the Church 


of Rome, they may ſee that we differ widely 


from that, and only retain a ſenſe of our ab- 
ſolving power, which can give offence to ng 
community of men, who wiſh, as all good 
Chriſtians muſt, to preſerve the unity of 
faith in the bopd of peace, 1 683 
1 | If, 
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If, however, on the other hand, what 1 


have faid ſhould give offence to any of our 


own communion, and it ſhall ſtill be thought 
that the Deacon ought to be reſtrained from 


uſing the form of abſolution, though it be 


underſtood to be only declaratory, I ſhall 


very readily, upon conviction, retract what ! 


have ſaid upon that point. If it will preſerve 
any reverence for that part of the miniſterial 
function, in God's name, let the reſtraint be 


"adhered to. I contend for nothing but the 
_ utmoſt regard to be ſhewn to the ſeveral. 
forms of our moſt excellent Liturgy ; and 1 


can foreſee no harm to follow from allowing 
or not allowing the Deacon to exerciſe ſuch an 
authority. But I muſt ſtill maintain, as far as 


I can judge, that all our forms of abſolution 


are declaratory or imprecatory, (for J have no- 


thing to do here with the judicral abſolution) 
becauſe it is God alone, properly ſpeaking, 
who bleſſes and pardons; the Miniſter is only 


his ſubſtitute or vicegerent, og in his name, 
and by his authority. 

c But when we have paid the greateſt 
outward reverence imaginable to theſe ordi- 
nances, there is one thing ſtill behind to 
Gako them effectual, which, if it be wanting, 

all 
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all the abſolutions in the world will avail them 
nothing ; and that is, the internal qualifica- 
tions of their own hearts and ſouls by an 
unfeigned repentance, and ſincere obedience; 
without which all the reſt are but mere 


forms that cannot completely operate whilſt 
men put in bars and impediments againſt 


them. For all abſolutions are conditional, 


and ſuppoſe repentance and obedience before . 


they confer any real benefit on the ſinner. 


The Miniſter can only lend his mouth or his 
hand toward the external act of an abſolution; 


but he cannot abſolve internally, much leſs 
the unqualified ſinner.” Brngham's Sermons, 
at the end of the 8th vol. 


I might now finiſh my addreſſes to you ; 


but as there are ſtill ſome particulars remain- 

ing with reſpect to your outward deportment 
in life, you will excuſe me if I dwell a little 
upon theſe, which, however infignificant they 
may appear at firſt ſight, may nevertheleſs 
eſtabliſh or forfeit the eſteem of the world, 


and therefore cannot be inſignificant 1 in them- 


(elves, or their conſequences. 
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LETTER VI. 


You muſt be ſenſible that as there is ſome 
prudence to be ſhewn in the choice or ma- 
nagement of the ſubjects of your public 
preaching, that it may be adapted to the 


circumſtances or wants of your hearers, and 
yet without giving offence; ſo there is as 


much circumſpection required in the conduct, 


both public and private, of your life and 
converſation among them. For he who 
preaches againſt the vices or folly which he 
is ſeen to practiſe, reproves his own life. 


The preacher who would perſuade others to 
become virtuous or religious, muſt be vir- 


tuous and religious himſelf ; otherwiſe let 
him preach like an angel, yet it will be to 


little or a bad purpoſe, for he only bears 
witneſs to his own hypocriſy, and will ſooner 
loſe his own ſoul than fave another's. _ 

In this guilt he may involve himſelf n 


only by an openly vicious example, but even 


by an unguarded one, when it is indiſpenſibly 
neceſſary for him to diſtinguiſh, and that 
LAT 8 accu- 
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accurately, between what is /awful, and 
what is expedient; leſt any harmleſs liberties 
which he may unwarily take ſhould, by any 
poſſible miſconſtruction, encourage others to 
take ſinful ones. For you muſt know, that 
much more exactneſs is expected from thoſe 
of the facred character, and, indeed, much 
more ought to be ſhewn, than from other 
men; and you cannot but be ſenſible too, 
that much leſs allowances are made for their 
failings, as if they were more than men. 

In this, however, we ought to comply, as 
it is expected that we ſhould: the reſtraints 
are but ſmall, and the miſchief may be great. 
Our fituation is like that of a city placed upon 
an Bill, expoſed alike to the critical obſer- 
vation of thoſe who mean us well, and of 


thoſe who wiſh us ill; the latter watching 
for our miſcarriages with an evil eye; and 


the former zealous over us with a godly jealouſy. 
A ſpot in our garment is quickly diſcover- 


able either by the one or the other; it is not 


to be hid: well is it for us, if with all our 
care and pains we can eſcape calumny, we 
cannot always command eſteem; be it our 
endeavour, nevertheleſs, to deſerve it. 
oo There 
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There is a wide difference between too 
rigid a ſtiffneſs, and too eaſy a compliance; 
between moroſeneſs and levity. There is no 
good reaſon why a clergyman, as ſuch, ſhould 
debar himſelf of all the innocent amuſements 
of liſe; but I muſt think, and I believe, fo 
will you, that there is a levity in exceſs in 


giving himſelf up to a total diſſipation, in 


making a point- of attending at every public 


diverſion which is announced; and not only 


that, but even in taking upon himſelf the 


chief management of them, as if no diſtinc- 


tion were to be kept up between the clerical 
and lay- character. I do not ſay that ſuch 
things are criminal, but they are injudicious; 
they lower the character in the opinion of all 
men, and they certainly give offence even to 


the moderate and ſerious members of thoſe 


communities who diflent from us; for they 
will take advantage to themſelves from draw- 
ing the parallel between their conduct and 
our own. There is more miſchief ariſing 
from this, than many are aware of; and ii 
they were, I am perſuaded that they would 


correct themſelves in this trifling indulgence, | 


leſt the nmifiry ſhould be blamed... 


There 


191 


There is another grievance, I may call it, 
of the preſent age, which I cannot help #1 
guarding you againſt; and that is, the faſhion 4 
of laying aſide as far as they poſſibly can, or 4 
dare, the clerical dreſs, as well as the clerical " . 
character. Every one who has made the 4 
leaſt obſervation, muſt know, that a clergy- 4 
man, dreſſed as ſuch, commands reſpect from , 
the laity, even from his outward appearance, 
in every orderly company; and if fo, what 
can be the poſſible reaſon why any one ſhould 
chooſe to appear in as little of it as he well 
may, even at the hazard of hearing ſome re- 
proach, nay ridicule, from thoſe who in their 
hearts lay but very little ſtreſs upon the func- 
tion itſelf? It is certainly matter of ſome im- 
portance, and theſe very men are much diſ- 
pleaſed if they fail of it, to keep up this 
outward reſpect ; and if ſo trifling a circum= 
ſtance as a proper decency in apparel will 
preſerve it, ſurely they muſt be loſt to all 
ſenſe of propricty, as well as feeling, who 
will run the hazard of forfeiting it by an 


affectation of ſingularity, which diſcovers in 4 i 

e, chem a contempt of their own order. How 4 2 
I this can be reconciled with the principles of 5 

re common ſenſe, plain reaſon, or becoming bh 


II decorum, 
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decorum, which they would take amiſs not 
to be ſuppoſed ty have, is more than I am 
able to comprehend. 

Among the Conſtitutions, and Canons 


a Eecleſiaſtical, annexed to our larger editions 
A of the Common- Prayer, there are two, 
1 among many others, which ought to be 
3 known and obſerved, the 74th and 75th, re- 
2 lating to the appearance and behaviour of the 
1 Clergy in theſe two reſpects. I do not mean 
. to urge a ſtrict conformity to their injunc- 
3 tions; they might be neceſſary when they 
| were made, but they are ſuch as cannot well 
3 be complied with at this time; but the main 
S - purpoſe of them is caſily ſeen, and ought not 
. to be diſpenſed with at any time; I mean as 
. far as they may ſtill be underſtood to imply 
Wn a cautious regard to the too common or ha- 
* bitual frequenting of places where diſſipation 


alone is profeſſed, and a total neglect of the 
diſtinguiſhing badge, conſiſting in decent ! 
apparel, by which a Clergyman riſes ſuperior 
even in common eſtimation to the appearance 
of the common mals. 

Nothing can be more epd ble to ſay 
the leaſt 9 it, than the ſight of an idle Cler- 
gyman. For as learning does not come by 
inſpiration, 


E-99 1 


inſpiration, to ſee one who pretends to teach 


others what they ought to believe, and how 
they ought to live, uſing no means of in- 
forming himſelf by any application or ſtudy, 
or of improving his time for the benefit of 
others who have not the ſame leiſure, is a 
moſt contemptible object in the opinion even 


of the loweſt claſs, inaſmuch as nothing but 
| ignorance can ariſe from idleneſs ; and there- 
| fore it is concluded, with a total indifference 
to his religious miniſtration, that nothing 


can be learned from him who wants the in- 
ſtruction which he pretends to convey. Theſe 
are dreadful negligences, and ſuch as the 


incautious Clergy will ſtand anſwerable for at 


a higher tribunal than that of man. 

I am not an enemy to relaxation of any 
kind that may not give offence, but when 
this is made the chicf employment of time, 
to the utter neglect of every other employ- 
ment, this is no longer to be called relaxation, 
it is indolence, and becomes criminal, eſpe- 
cially in one of the ſacred profeſſion. Indeed, 
in every other profeſſion you will ſeldom find 
it, and with good reafon, becauſe not only 
their credit but their ſupport or advancement. 
may depend upon their diligent application to 
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the ſtudies of their calling, without ſome 
opinion of Which, made viſible, no one will 
truſt the deciſion of his property or the 


ſafety of his life; whereas when once a young 


Clergyman has got poſſeſſion of a prefer- 
ment that will ſupply all his wants, and with 
no ambition to advance further, he is apt to 
relax too much; and if others who ſee this 
will not entruſt the ſalvation of their ſouls to 
his guidance, it may be a matter of indit- 
ference to him, and he may ſay, that they 
muſt look to the conſequences; but what 
theſe are, it will make any thinking man to 


ſhudder when he reflects upon them, and 


knows too that they are laid to his charge. 

It muſt be confeſſed, indeed, that the cleri- 
cal profeſſion has one diſcouragement peculiar 
to itſelf. In other profeſſions pains and in- 
duſtry are ſure of ſucceſs; whereas a man may 
labour in the word and doctrine to the end of 
His days without the leaſt regard paid to his 
merit or his ſervices in the vineyard. It may 
'be ſo; but yet ſuch an one has a conſolation 
'bkewiſe far above all others that tbe world ca! 
given he has diſcharged his duty, and that 
will be attended with a reward which % 
"awarld cannot take gway, His conſcience is 


w 6 | 2 ſatisfied, 


1 


ſatisſied, and aſter he has ſecured that point, 


it matters very little, eſpecially after a certain 
period of life, whether his diligence has been 
conſidered properly or not. 

But paſſing by theſe conſiderations, as of 


little weight in the ſcale of comparative 


merit or reward, a regular and exemplary 


behaviour in a Clergyman will not only pro- 


cure reſpect to himſelf within his narrow 
{phere, and regard for his miniſterial functions 
wherever he performs them, but it will even 


: qualify him for the more ſucceſsful diſcharge 


of them. That it will have its due effect 
upon his public inſtructions there is no doubt: 
and, that without it private admonition muſt 


be done away, is as clear; which yet he 
promiſes to % both in public and private, in 


expreſs words at the Prieſt's Ordination. 
This duty of private admonition, you muſt 
know, is of great conſequence, for it is what 
you promiſe to obſerve when you take upon 
you the prieſthood, and it is upon many ac- 
counts found ncceflary ; I with it were not 
ſo often neceſſary as it is; but in every parith 


there will be ſome who are negligent in the 


worthip of God; theſe want to be exhorted ; 
there will be others who are apt to run into 
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riot and excels ; theſe want to be admoniſhed: 
and there will be others again, who without 
any naturally vicious principle, give them- 
ſelves up to the pleaſures of the world in a 
total diſſipation of time, and in an utter exclu- 


ſion of every ſerious or religious thought, theſe 


want to be awakened. The Miniſter, who 


would undertake, as is his duty, to reclaim 


theſe men from any of their pernicious habits, 
mult tell them of their faults between them and 
him alone; but with what face, or to what 


_ purpoſe will he pretend to attempt this, who 
has made himſelf liable by the irregularity 
or heedleſſneſs of his own conduct, to have 
every accuſation retorted upon him, and with 


double violence, upon account of his pro- 


feſſion. For though the fins of one man 
are not leſſened by the bad example of an- 


other, yet he who ſets the example, becomes 


a partaker of other men's ſins, and muſt ſhare 


in the diſgrace that follows upon them. 
It is no uncemmon thing, though it will 


avail them little, for men to juſtify the guilt 
of their own tranſgreſſions by the ſuſpicious 


example of a tranſgreſſing paſtor, boldly pre- 
ſuming that they may be allowed to venture 
further, than he dares to go, and ſtill be juſ- 

tified, 


1 
tified. If thoſe ſuſpicions cannot be proved 
to be groundleſs, he cannot condemn them 
for their preſumption, Thou that teacheſt 
another, teacheſt thou not thyſelf ? will be a 
bitter ſarcaſm upon the lite of a Clergyman, 
and defeat all his advice, when it comes from 
the mouth of a pariſhioner who may have been 
notoriouſly irregular in his conduct, but now 
begins to feel the wounds of his conſcience, 
and cannot look up to him for the cure; and 
it will be moſt grievouſly imbittered, when he 
comes to reflect, that the very advice which 
he ought to give, rebounds upon him from a 
ſtriking conſciouſneſs, with ſelf-reproof, and 
felf- condemnation. | . 
« Such a man's whole life,” ſays an emi- 
nent prelate upon this ſubject, has been a 
courſe of hypocriſy in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of 
the word, which is the acting of a part, and 
the counterfeiting anuther perſon. IIIs ſins 
have in them all poſlible aggravations; they 
are againſt knowledge, and againtt vows, and 
contrary to his character ; they carry in them 
a deliberate contempt of all the truths and 
obligations of religion; and it he periſhes, 
he does not periſh alone, but carries a ſhoal 
down with him, either of thoſe who. have 
H 4 periſhed 
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periſhed in ignorance, through his neglect, 


or of thoſe who have been hardened in their 
fins through his ill example. And fince all 


this muſt be put to his account, it may be 
juſtly inferred from hence, that no man can 


| have a heavier ſhare in the miſeries of an- 


other ſtate, than profane and wicked Cler/s, 
On all theſe things he ought to employ his 
thoughts frequently, who intends to dedicate 
himſelf to God.” Burnet's Paſtoral Care, 
Pp. 129. 
Neverthcleſs, it is in a great meaſure, in 
very one's power to procure due eſteem to 
himiclf, at leaſt to prevent contempt, ſince 
an excmplary and religious conduct, a faithful 
and conſtant attention to the work of his 


calling „ will never fail to ſecure thus much. 


The world is not ſo far degenerated into a 


luke warmneſs for religion as to deſpiſe its 


Miniſters merely as ſuch, If they meet 


with it, I am afraid it is becauſe they deſerve 
it. A prudent, conſcientious, and diligent 


pariſh- prieſt, actuated by a true ſenſe of his 


duty, will have no reaſon to complain for 
Vant of regard to his merit, though he ſome- 
times may for want of ſucceſs in his rainiſtry, 
He will find many who will look up to him, 
| though 


( ws J 


though they will not follow him; and even 


when they are not influenced by his example, 
yet in their hearts they will revere it. Even 
the moſt diflolute will be reſtrained in his 
preſence ; and though they will not be per- 
ſuaded to alter their conduct, yet they will 
deign to apologiſe for it. 

There is a certain degree of dignity at- 


tached to the Pricithood, if it be not ſullied 


by remiſſneſs, which will claim ſome vene- 
ration for 7s work's ſake, Convince a man 


that you watch jor his ſoul, as one that muſt 


give account, and you may leave it to him ſelf 


to judge whether he ſhall or ſhall not feen 
you very highly in love for your wwork's jake. 


For his own fake, rather ; for however aban- 
doned he may have been, he cannot but, in 


his own conſcience be kmdly alfectioned to 


him, who, from the moſt diſintereſted prin— 


ciple, expreſſes a tender zeal to reſcue hun 


from endleſs miſery, and an earneſt deſire to 

put him in the right way to everlaſting hap- 

| pineſs. This is the end of all our labours, 
and the ſerious Chriſtian wil lay it to his 

 beart. 

Here I might take my leave of you; but 


as you may expect that I ſnould furniſh you | 


with 
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1 106 | 
with a ſmall library for the direction of your 
ſtudies, and improvement of your time, I 
will venture to recommend a few ſelect books 


to you, which if carefully read and digeſted, 


will inform you better than five hundred run 
over curſorily, and as ſoon forgotten. Your 
own intercourſe with others wall Romy 
ſupply you with more. 

A knowledge of the Sele is the firſt 
thing needful, eſpecially thoſe of the New 
Teſtament, for there, and there only, the 


terms of ſalvation which we preach are to be 


found ; and therefore, in order to underſtand 
theſe well, ſome commentators muſt be con- 
ſulted. In the critical part, I know of none 


better than Hammond or Whitby; and for 
the harmony, commentary, and ſhort notes, 


Daddridge will prove moſt uſeful ; having, 


beſides others, this advantage, that his im- 
provements, as he calls them, will ſuggeſt. 


many pious hints, which may be enlarged 
upon in your own compoſitions. 
But becauſe it will be neceſſary to be ac- 


quainted with the hiſtorical parts of the Old 


Teſtament, as well as of the New, you can- 
not chooſe better for ſuch information, than 
Stackbou ſe's hiſtory of the Bible, which ex- 

tends 


1 
tends to both Teſtaments. His notes will 
ſupply you with a great fund of critical 
knowledge, collected from the beſt com- 


mentators ; and though it has been objected 


to him, that he has ſtated his objections in 
too ſtrong a light, yet this is quite done 
away by the ſatisfactory anſwers which he has 
given from the ableſt polemical writers ; and 
his Diſſertations throw great light upon the 
geography, chronology, and other obſcure 


articles relating to the ancient cuſtoms and 
_ uſages of the Jewiſh and other nations; uſe- 
ful enough to know, but may be paſſed over 


at pleaſure, I muſt add to theſe Pool's Sy- 


nopſis, to be occaſionally conſulted as you 
go along, which is an epitome of all the beſt 

German and Engliſh critics of the time, 
which he has collected into one view, in ſuch 


a manner, that upon comparing them all at 
once, you may form a judgment tor yourſelf, 
and give the preference to that which appears 


to be the moſt ſatisfactory. All theſe are 
the means of underſtanding with preciſion 
the true meaning of the ſacred writers, which 
is the firſt eſſential in the progreſs of the 


egen ſcholar. 
But 


IEC 


TS 
*%> 


I . * 
e * 
x * * — . * 
3 © + 1 ·˖[V 
& 9 
* a * 
7 > _ © «was 


_ 


_—_ _ = TR 
3 n >. d * an . * 8 9 F K 2 — * 2 CY - IJ » 5 + . 
-- 1 5 <> * fl . 4 [> 4 2 E 8 4 OS +: WAS + SW? : 1 . * * vx 8 78 4 1 "© , x Fg . IS N 9 » . 4. . Ex mm N A. 4 
"IS 15 * Fe 5 J $A 4 vo F a; lt * * as | - > LS. 5 WM; * : - y * 4 i5- > ht 5 F 5 Rank Ros 9 2 . - * Wins © * 2 3 s + : 
ve % = x F : A * 5 8 p mY : "RM. a * : * A ” £ « & Bd. ©» 2X — 7 * _— * 7 2 T% Fa 8 "HT * e 4 Sk * - 4 Fs 3 
* „ * * * * 22 ; N "1 : * 8 * —_ 75 * - 7 WO as - > 4 * - h $4 a * ry . : 
— 5 — K. 4 2 3 — n : 4 Y 8 £3 * e pa „ - n F . 43 *-, X 1 , 
& >. 3 - 1 * N 
has — Payee — . - _ ” . —2— . 5 — * - 28 my . — a 8 4 2 * = — 4 ” = * 


i 208 J 

But this is not all: a thorough view of the 
nature and conditions of the covenant of 
grace, and the evidences, both external and 


Internal, upon which the Chriſtian faith is 


grounded, muſt next be examined and aſcer- 


tained. For this purpoſe, Grotius's little 


book Of the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, 
with his notes upon it, ought almoſt to be 
got by heart; Tenkin's Reaſonableneſs and 
Certainty of the Chriſtian Religion ; Cony- 


beare's and Chandler's Defence of Chriſti- 


anity, contain all that you can want to know 


upon this ſubject; and in Silling fleet's Ori- 


gines Sacre, Which no one ought to be ig- 
norant of, the whole controverſy both of 
atheiſm and deiſm, the arguments in favour 
both of the Old and New Teſtament are 
fully diſplayed, with a great variety.of cloſe 


reaſoning and learning againſt the cavils and 


objections of the Infidel and Deiſt. 
The prophetical parts of Scripture may be 
reckoned among the moſt difficult parts of it, 


and therefore you will want ſome clue to 
guide you in theſe reſearches. Biſhop New. 


ton's Diſſertations on the Prophecies, as far 
as they go, will, in an caſy and familiar ſtyle, 
ſhew you the meaning and fulfilment of many 

. ancient 
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ancient prophecies, confirmed by the teſti- 
mony of ancient and modern hiſtorians and 
travellers, which, without ſuch aſſiſtance, 
might have appeared dark and unintelligible, 
To which you may add, as a fund of learn- 
ing, Sir Iſaac Newton on the Prophecies, 
Drew Creſſner on the Prophecies of Daniel 
and St. Fobn, and Lowman on the Revela- 
lion. 

The moſt important enquiry of this kind 
is, how theſe prophecies relate to the nature, 
office, and perſon of the Mefliah, whoſe pre- 
tenſions to that high title are chiefly ſupported 
by the concurrent teſtimonies of the Old and 
New Teſtament, which ſerve to corroborate 
the truth of each other. Biſhop Kzdder's 
Demonſtration of the Meſſiah, and Dean 
Prideaux's Connection ef the Old and New 
Teſtament, are two excellent books for ſuch 
an inveſtigation, beſides a variety of other 
knowledge which is to be found in both, 
eſpecially in the latter. On this point too, 
Chandler's Vindication is excellent. 
The doctrinal parts of the Chriſtian reli- 
gion are ſummarily comprehended in the 
'Creeds which our Church has adopted into 
its ſervice, Next to the Holy Scriptures, 
therefore, 
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therefore, theſe muſt be well conſidered; and 


if you wiſh, as you ought, to underſtand | 


them thoroughly, you need have no better 
help than Biſhop Pearſon's Expoſition of the 
Apoſile's Creed, and Biſhop Bull's Latin 
works in defence of the Nicene Faith. I 


know not any that I can recommend upon 
the Athanaſian, for Dr. Waterland's hiſtory 
of it is far beneath himſelf; ſo that I have 
long thought that a complete commentary 


upon it proved, as I am perſuaded every ar- 
ticle may be by Scripture, and the primitive 
writers, is one, among others, of the de/i- 
derata in divinity. 


In ſome of the intercourſes of your life, 


you may probably have occaſion to examine 


into the controverſies between Proteſtants 


and the Church of Rome, in which the eſ- 
ſentials of religion are concerned, as well as 
the controverſies between Proteſtants them- 
ſelves, thoſe, I mean, of the eſtabliſhed 
Church, and the different ſectaries who diſ- 


ſent from it, in which the circumſtantials of 


religion are chiefly concerned. At leaſt you 
muſt be guarded againſt attacks from both 
quarters ; and the beſt armour of defence that 
vou will meet with for the combat, may be 


found 
% 


_ 


found in that admirable collection of tracts 


already recommended to you, called the 
London Caſes, wherein ſuch accurate anſwers 
have been given to all their pleas for ſepara- 
tion, with that perſpicuity of ſtyle, and that 


ſtrength of argument, which is calculated to 
| give you the fulleſt inſtruction in theſe mat- 
| ters that is to be found in any book I know. 
To this, however, I muſt add another very 


uſeful work, not ſo generally, or ſo well 


known as it ought to be; I mean the works 

| of the Reverend Charles Leſlie, in two volumes 
folio, which comprehend all that can be faid 
to confute all the arguments of Socinians, 


Fanatics, or Papiſts, and, indeed, of every 
ſect that has ariſen in the Church or nation; 


for they contain an inexhauſtible fund of the- 


ological knowledge. 


1 have not yet ſaid any thing about reading 


the primitive fathers, or of eccleſiaſtical hiſ- 


tory, for I do not pretend to give you a com- 


plete body of divinity; and perhaps you may 


think theſe to be rather the objects of your 
riper years. But you will naturally ſuppoſe 


that the beſt interpretations of Scripture will 


be found in thoſe who lived the neareſt to 


the 


Fine} 


the time of its firſt promulgation, when the 


ſenſe of it muſt have been beſt underſtood; 
and therefore if your inclination ſhould lead 


you this way, you will quickly perceive that 


it is well worth your pains to acquaint 
yourſelf a little with both. If you will read 
Cave's Lives of the Fathers, you may be 
tempted, by his faithful account of their 
lives and their works, to ſearch farther into 
thoſe valuable remains of antiquity, You 
may ſelect, as you pleaſe, for many learned 
men have publiſhed ſome detached parts of 
their works for the covenience of young ſtu- 
dents, when the whole . them would be 
too voluminous. 

Archbiſhop Wade has tranſlated the epiſtles 
of the apoſtolical fathers into Engliſh; Biſhop 
Pearſ5n beſtowed great pains upon the ge- 


nuine cpiſtles of Ignatius; the learned Wotton 


publiſhed a Latin tranſlation, with many 
uſeful notes, of Clement's epiſtles to the Co- 
rinthians; Dr. Aſhton did the fame with Juſtin 
Martyr's two apologies; Dr. Thirlby with his 
dialogue with Trypho; St. Chry/2/tom on the 
Prieſthood, has been tranſlated over and over, 
eſpecially by Hughes. There is no end of 


men tioning . 


E 

mentioning all the ſelections of this kind; 
| what I have mentioned I would recommend 
| to your notice, as they fall within a ſmall 
compaſs, and leave you to chooſe others for 
| yourſelf, as you advance in your ſtudies, | 
| As to Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, you may con- 
| tent yourſelf for ſome time with the peruſal 
| of Moſheim's compendium of it tranſlated by 
Maclaine; for this will give you the ſtate of 
| literature, as well as the ſtate of the Church, 
| in every age of it, from the Apoſtles' time 
to the preſent century, in a very Judicious 
and candid manner. 
I need fay nothing more to you than I have 
| :Iready, about the reading of ſermons ; that 
vill come of courſe, and frequently. But 
our Engliſh language abounds ſo much with 
very excellent ones, that I ſhal leave you to 
ſchuſe for yourſelf; you can hardly chuſe 
amiſs among thoſe of any character ; and 
none of your time will be ſpent better than 
in the peruſal of ſome of them conſtantly, 
both for inſtruction and imitation. 


49 I ſhould not have troubled you thus often 
ce Wy my letters, if I had not an affectionate 
gf egard for your appearance in the world, and 
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Ts 1 
an earneſt deſire of your not being led away 
by the faſhionable taſte of the preſent age. If 
you can reap any benefit from what I have 


ventured to write, I ſhall have my end. 


Adieu! 
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